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Hail, Yosemite! 
Deluxing on Super Chief 
Why Diesels Win 
Detroit Droolings 
eer 
By 
Chris Sinsabaugh 









Ambassador Hotel, Los Angeles 


T’S MONDAY as I am writing 

this column from California. I 
have to be forehanded in the mat- 
ter and get my stuff off to Detroit 
early because on Wednesday I 
plunge into the hinterland—what 
I came out here for—the Yosemite 
national economy run promoted 
by the Gilmore Oil Co. That takes 
place on Thursday but it is going 
to be late Friday before the official 
results come from the hands of 
Art Pillsbury and his colleagues of 
the American Automobile Assn., 
who are the ones to tap the win- 
ning cars for Skull and Bones or 
what represents that Yale club 
in motoring circles. And of course 
that is going to make it too late to 
catch this week’s edition of Auto- 
motive News because of the dif- 
ference in time. 

s o* oo 


BECAUSE I won’t have any- 
thing to do in a reporting way 
and my only job is to swagger 
around at Yosemite and try to 
look important because I am 
wearing the badge of “honorary 
referee,” I am going to have a 
sort of busman’s holiday for the 
rest of the week. I’m going to 
jump the gun as it were and on 
Wednesday climb aboard a Pontiac 
car and with Al Waddell, Pontiac 
tom-tom beater, hie into the hin- 
terland a day ahead of the others. 
I'll stop off at Bakersfield, Calif., 
mebbe, to call on George Habers- 
field, veteran Ford dealer who 
hosted me on his yacht Miss June 
a year ago. And Al and I should 
get to Yosemite a full 12 hours 
ahead of the Gilmore contestants 


(Continued on Page 19, Col. 1) 





The Top Ten 
PASSENGER CARS 


First Ten in Registrations as 
Reported in AN Today: 


1938 1937 
Pos. Make Pos. 
1—413,208 Chev. 721,729— 2 
2—325,774 Ford 734,075— 1 
3—251,636 Plym. 439,502— 3 
4—147,934 Buick 190,098— 7 
5— 87,840 Dodge 244,464— 4 
6— 84,817 Pont. 202,428— 5 
7— 78,377 Olds. 178,881— 6 
8— 44,953 Packard 90,373— 8 
9— 39,732 Chrys. 86,051—10 
10— 37,113 Stude. 66,541—13 
Total All Makes 
1,664,051 3,304,131 
For complete standings of all 
makes, see Page 14 this issue 








Month’s Deliveries 
Set at 275,000, to, 
Top 1937 by 3076 


Stocks on Dealer Hands|“4 
Estimated at Near 
Normal Figure 


DETROIT.— Early reports 
on new passenger car and 
truck sales for December in- 
dicate a combined total for 
the month of approximately 
275,000 units, of which it could be 
roughly estimated 247,500 were 
passenger cars and 27,500 trucks. 

This is an increase of about 30 
percent over the combined No- 
vember total of 211,030, and a 
22.5 percent gain over the 224,796 
for December a year ago. 

Based upon these estimates, 
which lean to the conservative 
side, the total registrations of new 
passenger cars and trucks for 1938 
should run in neighborhood of 2,- 
272,900 as compared with 4,102,001 
in 1937. Of the 1938 registrations, 
it is estimated 1,911,500 were pas- 
senger cars and 361,300 were 
trucks 

As compared with previous 
years, 1938 from a registration 
standpoint apparently fell back to 
a level of 1934, but the heartening | 
factor at this time is that since 
new model announcement time the 
trend has been sharply upward. 

November registration, from a 
passenger car standpoint, showed 
a gain over the same month a year 
ago with the totals being 200,853 
this year against 196,469 a year 
ago. Trucks fell a little below the 
last year’s mark, with the total 

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 


Chevrolet’s Sales 


In Dec. Surpass 
1937 by Over 24% 


DETROIT.—Continuing the 
sharp upward trend established in 
November, Chevrolet dealers sold 
68,832 mew passenger cars and 
trucks in December, according to 
W. E. Holler, general sales man- 
ager. This is an increase of 13,229 
units, or 24.7 percent, over the 
sales for December, 1937. 


Used car sales during the same 
period increased 3,845 units, or 
3.7 percent, over those for De- 
cember, 1937, the figures being 
107,231 in December, 1938, and 
103,386 in December, 1937. 

Total units, new and used, sold 
during the month, were 174,063, 
Holler stated, as compared with 
156,989 in December of the pre- 
vious year. This in an increase of 
17,074 units, or 10.9 percent. 

“Especially significant,” Holler | 
said, “is December’s sharp in-| 
crease over even November’s fine | 
record. November sales were up|} 
4,465 units, or six percent, over | 
the previous November’s. The De- 
cember percentage of increase, 
24.7 percent, was more than four 
times as great as the increase re- 
corded in November. 

















Editor’s Note: This is the first instalment of Chris 
Sinsabaugh’s memoirs. Subsequent instalments will 
appear in succeeding issues of Automotive News. 





National Defense 
To Head Meeting 


7My AUTO-BIOGRAPHY |Opening Monday 


THE SAGA OF THE FIRST 
! 100 ome = RUBBER 





Illustrated with a thousand pictures 
and a million anecdotes, in all of 
which I appear to some advantage. 


Mé WRITE my memoirs, my AUTO biography, to make 
a play on words? Who? Me? Just because I have out- 
smarted Old Father Time and have lived through the bicycle 
era and have devoted nearly two-score more years to follow- 
ing the history-making of the automobile industry? At first 
blush it seems ridiculous and for a long time I have dodged 
the responsibility, hoping that some of my contemporaries of 
the early days might become inspired and tackle the job. But 
I have a publisher and an 
employer who once he gets 
an idea is as relentless as 
a bloodhound on a trail. 
Like the Canadian 
Mountie, he always gets 
his man. And he finally 
has run me to earth. I 
give up—lI’ll try it. 

“It’s easy,” says he, 
sugar-coating the proposi- 
tion. “It can run serially 
in Automotive News and 
you can write it just as 
you do ‘sparks’. About a 
column a week and the 
first thing you know you 
have written a book and 
haven’t noticed the work. 
No trick at all for you— 
50 years a newspaper man 
and 15 years of that spent 
in writing about cycling— 
up until the horseless car- 
~ riage first rolled down the 

The Saga on Rubber Begins pike and since then re- 

cording the progress of 
the bicycle’s successor, the automobile.” 


Just like that! That Slocum is a smoothie. 
* * * 





So here goes: 


Notice the sub-title, “The Saga of 100 years on Rubber.” 
That’s jestingly quoted, for old as I am I don’t go back that 


far—quite. But inasmuch as I was a bottle baby and was 
early introduced to the rubber nipple, I think you can peg 
the saga back some 67 years anyway. But I will have to skip 
several years to get to the velocipede period, when as a mere 
tot I pedaled a three-wheeler which was shod with rubber. 
To be fair with my readers, it was not until 1888 that I be- 
came a rubber addict, the year I bought a solid-tired Rambler 
“safety” bicycle and became a cyclist. But I am getting ahead 
of my story. Good memoir-writers and AUTO biographers— 
and I hope I will be thusly classified—always start out by 
telling where born and who their parents were, so I will 
ollow that lead. 

Ir you must know, [ first saw the light of day in Athens, 
a., Jam. 5, 1872. And Athens at that time was just a wide 

Continued on Page 4, Col. 3) 





“oa Cars and Trucks, Fuels, 


Lubricants Are Among 
33 Topies ¢ Carded 


DETROIT. What part the . 
automobile industry can play 
in any future national defense 
program will be discussed 
here at the annual of 
the Society of Automotive 
neers, which convenes at 
Cadillac hotel Monday. Not since 
the days of 1917 has this topic 
loomed so large on the SAE pro- 


gram. 

In addition to the automotive 
part of the program, several ses- 
sions will be devoted to discussions 
of airplane design, construction 
and performance. During the 
several years these two in 
have grown more closely together 
as the developments of one have 
been modified for use in the other. 

In the early days of aviation the 
research and developments in 
automotive power plants played 
an important part in the 
ment of power plants for air serv- 
ice. Since then the discoveries in 
regard to streamlining, which 
have been made by aviation en- 
gineers, have played an equally 
big part in the development of the 
modern streamline automobile. 

It is looked upon as only a 
natural sequence that these two 
industries, working in co-opera- 
tion in the development of a uni- 
fied program for national defense, 
can contribute much in this direc- 
tion. Advance registrations at the 
meeting indicate that more than 
2,500 leading executives, engi- 
neers and designers will take part 
in the session during the coming 
week. 

One full day will be devoted to 
the discussion of defense prob- 
lems, with Army and Navy of- 
ficers addressing the Society 

(Continued on Page 2, Col, 1) 


29 Cars Battle | 
Storm to Finish 


Yosemite Run 


By Slim Barnard 
Staff Correspondent 
YOSEMITE, Calif.—The Gil- 
more-Yosemite Economy Run 
ended Friday with all 29 cars ar- 
riving in the park here, after 
battling for 11 hours the worst 
storm in the history of the run. 
A terrific rain and snow storm, 





| together with hazardous mountain 


roads, slowed the _ contestants 
down so much that 14 of the com- 
peting cars took over the 11 
hours limit. Chains were used for 
the last 75 miles and the gasoline 
mileage for the entire run is ex- 
pected to suffer greatly. 

The American Automobile Assn, 
board will meet and determine 
whether the 14 contestants taking 
more than the time limit shall be 
scratched or not. Arguments pro 

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 5) 








2,000 Expected 


Cars, Trucks, Fuels Share 


Spotlight with U.S. Defense 


(Continued from Page 1) 


dealings with land and air trans- 
gam in relation to our armed 
orces, 

National defense will also play 
an important part in all of the 20 
sessions, which will consider such 
problems as aircraft engines, air- 
craft, motor trucks, fuels and 
lubricants. 

While of course the military 
theme will be stressed throughout 
the meeting, the design, construc- 
tion and manufacture of automo- 
biles, trucks and aircraft for peace 
time service will not be slighted. 
In all there are 33 topics sched- 
uled for discussion at the 20 ses- 
sions throughout the week. 

These will include discussions of 
passenger car chassis, tires, and 
bodies; truck and bus operation 
and maintenance, aircraft and air- 
craft engines, diesel engines, fuels 
and lubricants. 

Among the speakers at the 
meeting will be B. C. Heacock, 
president of Caterpillar Tractor 
Co., who will be toastmaster at 
the annual banquet, which will 
climax the National Defense Day 
program, Wednesday evening. He 
will introduce Brig.Gen. C. T. 
Harris jr., assistant to the chief of 
ordnance, who is to discuss “In- 
dustrial Mobilization for National 
Defense.” With him on the pro- 
gram will be SAE President C. 
W. Spicer, vice-president of Spicer 
Mfg. Corp., and President-Elect 
W. J. Davidson, diesel division of 
General Motors Corp. The ban- 
= is open only to SAE mem- 


rs. 
Other National Defense Day 


Valpey Appointed 
To Special Post 
At Hudson Motor 


DETROIT.—Appointment of F. 
R. Valpey as special representa- 
tive of the sales department is an- 
nounced by G. 
H. Pratt, sales 
manager of the 
Hudson Motor 
Car Co. 

In the course 
of Valpey’s long 
automotive expe- 
rience, which has 
been continuous 
since 1914, he 
has held the po- 
sitions of district 








3 representa- 
¥.R.Valpey tive, New York 
distributor, director of districts, 


director of branches and vice- 
president and general sales man- 
ager in the companies with which 
he has been connected. 

His new position with Hudson 
has been specially created. 


speakers will be Maj.-Gen. Henry 
Gibbins, quartermaster general; 
Maj.-Gen. C. M. Wesson, chief of 
ordnance; Maj.-Gen. Henry H. 
Arnold, chief of Air Corps.; and 
Capt. John Towers, assistant chief, 
Bureau of Aeronautics. 

Added attractions will be the 
annual engineering exhibit and a 
showing of technical and human 
interest photographs taken by 
members of the society. 


Nash-Kelvinator 
Head Sees Big 
Upswing in °39 








DETROIT.—Because of present 
encouraging business signs, the 
electric refrigeration industry can 
expect an increase in sales volume 
of from 20 to 25 percent during 
1939, George W. Mason, president 
of Nash-Kelvinator Corp., told 
distributors of the Leonard Re- 
frigerator Division of the corpora- 
tion here Friday at the opening 
of their annual convention. 

“The elements that made 1938 
a poor year for the electric re- 
frigeration industry are removed 
as far as 1939 is concerned,” de- 
clared: Mason. “For one thing, we 
are entering 1939 with only a 
small, normal carry-over of prior- 
year merchandise, while the ad- 
vent of 1938 found our sales prob- 
lems much complicated by a large 
surplus of this type of merchan- 
dise.”’ 

Mason declared dealers can now 
set out to tap a huge replacement 
market. The figures, he said, show 
that 4,000,000 electric refrigerators 
in the U. S. are outmoded and 
ready to be replaced by the ef- 
ficient, advanced models the in- 
dustry’s factories are now pro- 
ducing. 


OK Car-Over-Cab 


Transport as Safe 








WASHINGTON.— Car-over-cab 
transportation of new automobiles 
is not unsafe on the highways, in 
the opinion of Examiner R. W. 
Snow of the interstate commerce 
commission, who has just advised 
against revision of the commis- 
sion’s rules to prohibit that type 
of operation in interstate com- 
merce. This opinion by Snow is 
based upon testimony given at 
hearings held here last July. 





William Ogg Fitzgerald’s famous car- 
toons appear exclusively in Automo- 
tive News. 





Buick Sales in December 


Top 1937 by 26 Percent 


FLINT.—Domestic retail deliv- 
eries of Buick motor cars during 
the last 10 days of December 
totaled 6,824 units, bringing sales 
for the month, exclusive of export, 
to 18,877 cars, according to final 
reports made public Thursday by 
W. F. Hufstader, general sales 
manager. 

This compared with 5,797 deliv- 
eries in the final 10 days of De- 
cember last year, an increase of 
1,027 units or 18 percent, and with 
14,970 deliveries during the month 
of December last year, a gain of 
3,907 units or 26 percent. 

The December deliveries bring 
total Buick domestic sales during 
the year to 169,595 units, a gai! 
of 3 percent over 1936 and only 


17 percent under the 1937 volume. | 
According to Hufstader, unfilled | 


retail orders on hand at the end 
of the year were nearly 100 per- 
cent over a year ago, while both 


inventories and sales of used cars 
show a_ substantially improved 
position. 

Launching the new year, mem- 
bers of the Buick field sales or- 
ganization representing all zones 
east of the Rocky Mountains at- 
tended meetings in New York and 
Chicago, Jan. 5 and 6, at which 
the first quarter sales program was 
discussed. Similar meetings will be 
|held this week in San Francisco, 
| Portland and Seattle, covering the 
| Pacific Coast regional organiza- 
| tion. 

Factory executives attending the 
sessions included Harlow H. Cur- 
tice, president; Hufstader; H. J. C. 
Miller and O. L. Waller, assistant 
general sales managers; A. H. Bel- 
fie, director of merchandising; H. 
C. Gillespie, regional manager in 
|charge of the south, and P. S. 
|Steenstrup, regional manager in 
|charge of the Pacific Coast. 
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at SAE Conelave Sta 





BON VOYAGE luncheon to Chris Sinsabaugh was tendered by the Santa Fe 
railroad at the Chicago Athletic Club last Saturday prior to start of Automotive 
News editor’s trip west as honorary referee of the Gilmore-Yosemite Economy 


Run. Left to right, Charles H. Woods, Santa Fe general counsel; M. 


Lee Lyles, 


Santa Fe public relations chief, and Sinsabaugh. 





AMONG ATTENDEES at Santa Fe 
Sinsabaugh were, left to right, standing, Mel Adams, of Automotive News; 


Mat Su 


railroad’s farewell luncheon for Chris 


van, of New York; John Jenkins, of Chicago Daily News; Sam Hous- 
ton, of International Harvester; John Mi 


cMahon, of Corn Belt Dailies; Lee 


Lyles, Santa Fe public relations counsel; Bill Cotton, of Automotive News; 


Cc 
Warner Corp. Seated, left to r 
baugh, and John DeLong. 


rles H. Woods, Santa Fe’s ——e counsel, and Fred Lockwood, of Borg- 
ght, Phil Hampson, of Chicago Tribune; Sinsa- 


(Both photos courtesy of Geo. D. Keller, of Studebaker) 


N. Y. Association Redoubles 


Efforts Toward Car Safety 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—Emphasis on the 
safety theme so __ successfully 
featured during the recent national 
automobile show is being con- 
tinued in this area by the Auto- 
mobile Merchants Assn. of New 
York. 

Popular reception of the numer- 
ous safety engineering improve- 
ments of the new models is cited 
by Harry G. Bragg, general man- 
ager of the dealer association, as 
holding forth hope for extension 
of the highway safety gains which 
already have resulted from co- 
operation of the automotive in- 
dustry, law enforcement agencies 
and the general public. 

After reviewing safety innova- 
tions characterizing the new 
models, which he asserted repre- 
sent the greatest safety engineer- 
ing advances in the industry’s 
history, Bragg, in a statement ad- 
dressed to the New York public, 
further declared: 

“In addition to the vast sums 
of money which the industry has 
spent on research in the quest for 
safety and comfort, great sums 
have been expended in the educa- 
tion of the motoring public and 
the fight for highway improve- 
ment. The Automotive Safety 
Foundation under the aggressive 
leadership of Paul G. Hoffman has 
long pioneered the cause of high- 
way safety. As a direct result of 
the efforts of this and similar or- 
ganizations, the latest figures re- 
veal a total of 7,000 lives saved 
for the year ending Oct. 30. The 
Automobile Merchants Assn. has 
always accepted its duty in co- 
operating with these groups in the 
untiring war on traffic accidents. 
Many highway improvements 
such as bridges, parkways and 
tunnels have been _ successfully 
championed by these groups. 

“As their contribution to safety 
on the highways, the law enforce- 





Big Market Seen 


CHICAGO.—Twenty percent of the 
cars licensed in Cook County are nine 
years old or more, it is disclosed by 
the Chicago Automobile Trade Assn 
after an_analysis of figures compiled 


by the Bureau of Motor Advice. The 
survey also revealed that through 
Dec. 15, used car sales for the year in 
the county totaled 98,601 units. The 
CATA predicts a big replacement de- 
mand for the coming year, and ap- 
praised dealers that many 1936 and 


1937 models will be up for trade 


ment agencies have done a 
splendid job and cannot be com- 
plimented too highly. Intelligent 
and courteous enforcement of 
traffic regulations, an increase in 
traffic light installations and the 
use of express streets together 
with an intensive educational pro- 
gram have brought about a sub- 
stantial reduction in the annual 
traffic toll of life and property. 
This happy result more than 
compensates for the money and 
effort put forth and is itself a 
tribute to the men who have made 
it possible. 

“Tribute must also be paid to 
the general public, motorist and 
pedestrian alike for their fine 
co-operation, without which this 
progress would not have been 
possible. The results thus far 
achieved bear eloquent tribute to 
their excellent response to the 
safety drives and campaigns. We 
of the industry can only urge that 
they do not relax their efforts and 
that they enlist their whole- 
hearted co-operation for the un- 
ceasing duration of the war on 
traffic accidents.” 





ring: Monday 


29 Cars Battle 
Storm to Finish 
Yosemite Run 





(Continued from Page 1) 


and con will be in the hands of 
the officials and winners will be 
announced next week. 


Chris Sinsabaugh, as honorary 
referee, inspected the impounding 
of cars in Los Angeles and then 
immediately left for Yosemite 
where he checked the cars in at 
the finish. Sinsabaugh declared 
the people of this country do not 
realize the weather conditions and 
steep mountain roads these cars 
have to negotiate or they would 
more fully appreciate the value 
of the run, which is a real test 
for stock cars and drivers, with 
29 cars competing, representing 
every price class and 14 different 
manufacturers. 


Bureau Expected 
To Okay Building 
Of Superhighways 
WASHINGTON.—Favorable re- 


port to congress month upon 
a proposal to build multiple-lane 





superhighways from border to | 
border of the United States was | 


intimated this week by the U. S. 
bureau of public roads. 


In its annual report to Secre- 


tary Wallace, the bureau promised 
a statement to co 


say what its recommendations 


would be. It observed generally, | 


however, that construction of 
four-lane highways, on which 
traffic flowing in opposite direc- 
tions is separated by a strip of 
land, was lagging far behind ac- 
tual needs. 

The bureau is studying feas!- 
bility of constructing three East 


and West and three North and | 


South multiple-lane superhigh- 
ways. 
cities. Opposing traffic would be 
separated by center parkways; 


structures would separate streams | 


ngress on this | 
subject before Feb. 1, but did not | 


They would bypass all | 


a an | 








to 
ot 
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of traffic at all highway and rail | 


crossings, and access from side 
roads would be provided only at 
carefully selected points. 


Dealer Lines Elect 


CHICAGO.—Meetings of three dealer 
line associations this week resulted in 
the re-election of James F. McManus 
as president of the Chevrolet Dealers 
Assn.; the choice of George Fiedler 


as president of the Dodge Dealers | 


Assn., and the election of Fred Lit- 
singer as president of the Authorized 
Ford Dealers Assn. 


Open New Branch 


VANCOUVER, B. C. — Stonehouse 
Motors, Ltd., has opened a Grandview 
branch at Fourth Ave. and Com- 
mercial Dr., Vancouver, under the 
management of Lau Hughes. The 
firm is one of the gest new car 
dealers in Vancouver. 





$135,000,000 Fund Portioned 
To States for Road Work 


WASHINGTON.—Apportion- 
ment of $135,000,000 to aid states 
in highway improvement and 
elimination of grade crossings dur- 
ing the fiscal year beginning July 
1, 1939, was announced this week 
by Secretary of Agriculture Henry 
A. Wallace. 

The funds were authorized by 
the 1938 federal-aid highway act 
and consist of $100,000,000 for im- 
provement of the federal-aid sys- 
tem, including extensions through 
cities; $15,000,000 for secondary or 
feeder roads; and $20,000,000 for 
elimination of railroad grade 
crossing hazards. 

Highway funds are to be 
matched by the states, but those 
for grade crossings are available 
{without matching. Expenditures 
lare made in co-operation with the 


| ° 
'state highway departments. 


Apportionment by states and 
territories follows: 


Alabama, $2,772,319; Arizona, $1,762,- 
371; Arkansas, $2,301,701; California, 
$5,091,752; Colorado, $2,330,322; Con- 
necticut, $884,699; Delaware, $658,125: 
Florida, $1,812,744; Georgia, $3,360,507: 
Idaho, $1,568,366; Illinois, $5,680,296. 

Indiana, $3,296,536; Iowa, $3,469,211; 
Kansas, $3,478,672; Kentucky, $2,454,843: 
Louisiana, $1,963,115; Maine, $1,139,664; 
Maryland, $1,145,237; Massachusetts, 
$1,990,098; Michigan, $4,114,089; Min- 
nesota, $3,634,510; Mississippi, $2,318,850: 
Missouri, $4,030,574; Montana, $2,598,- 
494; Nebraska, $2,698,614; Nevada, $1,- 
564,829; New Hampshire, $658,125: New 
Jersey, $1,909,185; New Mexico, $2,001,- 
545; New York, $6,908,762. 

North Carolina; $3,170,538: North 
Dakota, $2.071,156; Ohio, $4,954,520: Ok 
lahoma, $3,119,888; Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, $5,982,867: Rhode Island, 
$658,125; South Carolina, $1,821,196; 
South Dakota, $2,121,191: Tennessee, 
$2.764,960; Texas, $8,250,009; Utah, $1,- 
422,677; Vermont, $658,125: Virginia, $2,- 
461,617; Washington, $2,098,450. 

West Virginia, $1,505,055: Wisconsin, 
$3,261,386; Wyoming, $1,568,535; District 
of Columbia, $658,125: Hawaii, $658,125; 
Puerto Rico, $710,701: Adm. and Eng. 
Reserve, $3,375,000 


$2,109,599; 
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Near-Record Dee. Sales Up °38 Total to 2,722 900 
Deliveries in Month Likely , 


To Top °37 


by 30 Percent 


(Continued from Page 1) 


being 23,943 this year against 27,- 
248 in the previous November. 
This may be accounted for, 
however, by the fact that the de- 
cline in truck sales in the closing 
months of 1937 was not so sharp 
as the decline in passenger car 
registration. Also it is probable 
that less pressure was put on 
commercial car sales during the 
period immediately following the 
new car announcement period this 
all. 
. Indication that stocks in deal- 
ers hands are not excessive is 
shown by the fact that total reg- 
istrations of new passenger and 
trucks during 1938 in the United 


U. S. Tire Dealers 
Set for Meetings 
At Detroit Plant 


DETROIT.—District and di- 
visional managers of the U. S. Tire 
Dealers Corp. will meet here Jan. 
9-11 for the company’s annual 
sales conference, according to H. 
N. Hawkes, general sales manager. 

The first 1939 meeting of the 
Dealer Advisory Council of the U. 
S. Tire Dealers Corp. will be held 
at the Detroit plant of United 
States Rubber Co., Jan. 13-14, ac- 
cording to an announcement this 
week by L. D. Tompkins, vice- 
president of the rubber company. 

Members of the 1939 Advisory 
Council will take office, succeeding 
those who have served during the 
past 12 months. Members of the 
retiring council are J. W. Brewer, 
Ogden, Utah; M. D. Mardick, Jop- 
lin, Mo.; Jack Bunn, Dallas, Tex.; 
G. 4 Eberhardt, Chicago; Charles 
Merz, Marysville, Calif.; A. H. 
Gould, Chattanooga, Tenn.; 7. oa 
MeKenna, New York City; Victor 
M. Shaw, Charlotte, N. C.; and 
Lloyd Suiter, Tacoma, Wash. 


Miss. High Court 
Gets Test Suit 


WATER VALLEY, Miss.—The 
state supreme court will get the 
Water Valley municipal automo- 
= testing station test suit Jan. 
0 











The case was appealed to the 
high court by J. L. Davenport 
from an adverse decree by the 
chancery court of this county, in 
a petition for injunction, brought 
by Davenport, for the purpose of 
testing the authority of a mu- 
nicipality to purchase, own and 
operate a testing station under the 
1938 motor vehicle safety law. 

To his petition, which named 
authorities of the city of Water 
Valley and Jimmie Judges, seller 
of the equipment, as defendants, 
there was interposed a general 
demurrer, which was sustained 
by Chancellor L. A. Smith. 


States reached only an estimated 
total of 2,272,000 units as against 
the total production estimated at 
2,650,000 units. This left approxi- 
mately less than 400,000 units to 
be absorbed by export and Ca- 
nadian sales. 

Of course, the carry over from 
the end of 1937 was excessive but 
on the other hand stocks in this 
country had been fairly well 
cleaned up by the end of October 
and sales and production since 
that time have not shown out-of- 
line disparity, when it is con- 
sidered that normal stocks of new 
cars in dealers hands run some- 
where in the neighborhood of 
200,000 to 300,000 units. 

On this basis the industry is en- 
tering 1939 in a favorable inven- 
tory position with the sales pace 
during January and February ex- 
pected to show only normal 
seasonal decline. At this time last 
year new car sales were at a low 
ebb, inventories of both new and 
used cars were excessive even at 
a normal selling rate, and un- 
fortunately the low selling rate of 
that period accentuated the ac- 
cumulation of stocks. 

At the present time it is pointed 
out that inventories and sales of 
both new and used cars are in 
better balance. And it is generally 
expected that the spring seasonal 
upturn will be felt earlier this 
year than it was a year ago. 


S. C. Dealers Plan 
Safety Legislation 





COLUMBIA, S. C.— According 
to Charles S. Patrick, secretary 
and manager, the South Carolina 
State Automobile Assn. will spon- 
sor several safety measures at the 
coming session of the general as- 


sembly. 
“In this connection,” Patrick 
said, “the most important step 


toward reducing the number of 
accidents would be the adoption of 
a bill providing for semi-annual 
state-controlled inspection of 
every motor vehicle, similar to 
that now in effect in New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland and many 
other states.” 


Calhoun Named Head 


Of Chevrolet Dealers 
PHILADELPHIA.—At the an- 
nual election of officers and di- 
rectors of the Chevrolet Dealers 
Assn. of Philadelphia, the follow- 
ing Chevrolet dealers were elected 
to serve for 1939: 

President, W. E. Calhoun, Doan- 
Calhoun, Inc.; vice-president, W. 
Macfarlane, Coulston-Macfarlane, 
Inc.; secretary, A. A. Anders, 
Anders & Jervis Motor Co.; treas- 
urer, L. T. Brown, Gibson Motor 
Corp.; directors, W. A. Mulford, 
Mulford & Dilks; M. Brown, Duff 
Brown Chevrolet Co.; W. C. Fet- 
ters, Terminal Chevrolet Co.; L. 
C. Krisher, Willard Chevrolet Co. 





Chevrolet Starts Program 


For a National Truck Week 


DETROIT. —Chevrolet this 
month is engaged in a move de- 
signed to focus interest of commer- 
cial vehicle users on their trans- 
portation needs. 
The program will 
take the form of 
a National Truck 
Week, Jan. 14 to 
Jan. 21, plans for 
which are being 
completed now 
by W. E. Fish, 
commercial car 
and truck sales 
manager of 
Chevrolet. 

The company’s 
entire organi- 
zation, wholesale and retail, will 
be enlisted in the campaign, Fish 





W. E. Fish 


said. Details of the operation were 
worked out at a meeting of re- 
gional truck managers, represent- 
ing the wholesale organization 
from coast to coast. These men 
carried back to the field the out- 
line of the various promotional 
activities and material which will 
be distributed to all Chevrolet 
dealers and salesmen. 

Thirty thousand special mess- 
ages will go out to fleet users from 
coast to coast in advance of the 
event, inviting them to view the 
special truck displays which deal- 
ers are setting up in their dealer- 


ships in scores of cities. In many | special 
instances, manufacturers of equip- | and fundamental policies (general, | E. 


ment are co-operating in the pro- | 
gram. 








FEATURING A NEW BODY, with room for four passengers, this new Custom Club coupe, which has just been 


added to the De Soto line, measures more than 200 inches 


and other appearance features of De Soto are maintained throughout. 
—— 


‘New Custom Club Coupe 


Gruesome Cut-Outs 


Aid Traffic Toll War 

LOUISVILLE. — The city 
of Louisville, which has 
been in a three-cornered race 
with Providence, R. I, and 
Dallas, Tex., for the honor 
of being the safest city in the 
United States—based on re- 
duction in accidents over a 
three-year period—is really 
making a determined effort 
to reduce accidents, and 
make the public accident- 
conscious. 

Recently gruesome cut-out 
figures were placed in Lin- 
coln Park here to represent 
every person killed in auto- 
mobile accidents during the 
year, with the legend of the 
cause of the death shown on 
the figure. 


Road Groups 
Urge Proper 
Use of Funds 


W ASHINGTON.—With 47 states 
now completing surveys upon which 
they will base their future high- 
way programs, major farm, indus- 
trial and business groups joined 
this week in urging that new state 
legislatures be guided by policies 
assuring that the more than a bil- 
lion and a half tax dollars paid 
annually by highway users in spe- 
cial taxes and fees shall be used to 
provide roads “suitable for the 
movement of modern traffic with 
safety, economy and facility.” 

Acting through the National 
Highway Users Conference, groups 
representative of farmers, retail- 
ers, dairymen and other leading 
users of highway transportation 
united with organizations in the 
automotive-highway field in pre- 
senting “well-defined principles for 
future guidance” in dealing with 
the problems of highway taxation, 
finance and administration. 

State highway programs in every 
respect, they said, “must be con- 
sistent with and measured by the 
taxpayers’ ability to pay.” Em- 
phasis was placed upon the exclu- 
sion of toll roads from such pro- 
grams, with all highways to be 
free, 

The principles of highway taxa- 
tion, finance and administration, 
suggested by the National High- 
way Users Conference, are set 
forth in a pamphlet made public 
this week. They cover the follow- 
ing subjects: 

Statement of policy, classifica- 
tion of highways, responsibility for 
cost of highways, principles of 
motor-vehicle taxation, planning, 
motor imposts, diversion 


\federal, state and 
‘and engineering). 





tirely new body, with room in 
both the front and rear compart- 
ments for four passengers, a new 
custom club coupe has been added 
to the De Soto line for 1939. The 
new model, measures more than 
200 inches from bumper to 
bumper. 


In appearance, the new body 
has a long top that slopes grad- 
ually down into the smooth-flow- 
ing lines of the luggage deck. It 
incorporates large windows and 
ventilating wings in the front 
compartment, plus rear seat win- 
dows of the swing type. The front 
end, long hood and other appear- 
ance features of De Soto are main- 
tained throughout. 


The rear seat of this coupe is 
42% inches wide, giving ample 
room for two passengers. It has a 
solid back and a divided cushion 
for easy folding. Both front and 
rear seats are equipped with full 
luxury springs and airfoam rub- 
ber cushions. 


For added comfort in the rear 
seats, large arm rests have been 
provided. Generous-sized storage 
compartments are concealed 


Newest In Plasties 


To Be Shown SAE 


DETROIT. — Previewed at the 
1938 annual meeting of the Society 
of Automotive Engineers, Plexiglas 
and Crystalite 
have developed a 
wide variety of 
new uses during 
the past year. 

During the 
year, Rohm & 
Haas Co., Inc., of 
Philadelphia, 
manufacturer of 
these products, 
has also intro- 
duced a new 
Crystalite injec- 
tion molding ma- 
terial, said to be free from vola- 
tile solvents and plasticizers. 

In October, announcement was 
made of the addition in produc- 
tion quantities of Plexiglas rods 
and bars. Plexiglas has already 
been used extensively in the air- 
craft industry for several years. 








W. E. Biggers 


Latest developments will be 
shown in the display of these 


products at the Engineering Ex-' 


hibit held in connection with the 
SAE’s annual meeting which opens 
Monday at the Book - Cadillac 
Hotel here, according to William 
Biggers, sales representative 


administrative | for Rohm & Haas in the automo-| 


tive industry. 


, ers, 


rom bumper to bumper. In appearance, the new body has 
a long top that slopes gradually down into the smooth-flowing lines of the luggage dec 


The front end, long hood 


| Is Added to ’39 DeSoto Line 


DETROIT. — Featuring an en- 


within the arm rests. Recessed ash 
trays are located just above the 
arm rests on each side. 

The front compartment, which 
has a wide seat that provides un- 
usual roominess, offers ample leg- 
room. No sacrifice of space in the 
front has been made to gain extra 
room in the rear. 


Ford Increases 
Output Schedule 
During January 





DEARBORN.—Increases in the 
January production of Ford, Mer- 
cury and Lincoln-Zephyr cars is 
announced by the Ford Motor Co. 


Ford, Mercury and Lincoln- 
Zephyr production in domestic and 
Canadian plants during the month 
is expected to exceed 94,000 units, 
which is an increase over Decem- 
ber and also over January, 1938. 


Increased activity was evident 
in other parts of the Ford organ- 
ization as the New Year opened. 
The company’s new press shop, 
constructed in the Rouge plant as 
part of the $34,000,000 Ford ex- 
pansion program during 1938, is 
now in operation. The same is true 
of the tool and die shop. 

The tire plant, which began op- 
erations in 1938, opened the New 
Year with the production of Ford 
inner tubes as well as tires. 


Manufacture of safety glass is 
to begin within a week or so in the 
Twin City plant at St. Paul. Pro- 
duction there will supplement the 
output of the company’s glass 
plant here. Approximately 150 
additional men are to be employed 
in the Twin City branch because 
of the new operation. 


Increased employment also was 
reported in the newest of the 
Ford “village industries,” the Ford 
carburetor plant in Milford, Mich. 
This plant was completed in No- 
vember and now is producing a 
large proportion of Ford carbur- 
etors. 





Burger Tour Will Stress 
Tire Competition Balance 
NEW YORK.—Balanced compe- 
tition in tire markets throughout 
the country will be urged by 
George J. Burger, secretary and 
general manager of the National 
Assn. of Independent Tire Deal- 
on his third national tour, 
scheduled to begin Jan. 9. The 
tour, which will last three or four 
months, will touch important 
cities not visited on either the 1937 


or 1938 tour of the association 
manager. 


oT 
Se ass 


Sa 


| 

: 
i 

t 

rat 

a; 





4 AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, JANUARY 7, 1939 





Founded tn 1925 as Autemotivce Daily News 


Automotive News, 


The Newspaper of the Industry 


Published every Saturday at 
DETROIT, U. 8. A. 
Cable Address—AUDANE, Detroit 
Fifth Floor, New Center B . Telephone Trinity 2-3500 
New York—61 E. €2nd St. Washington—Chandler Bidg. Chicago—307 N. Michigan Ave. 
Merray Hill—6-0104 National 4363 ranklin 2508 


George M. Slocum, Publisher 


Chris Sinsabaugh, Editor 
Willard R. Cotton, Advertising Manager; 
. Wemh Associate 


B. B. a Business Manager; 
Wm. C, . Managing Editor; Bernard J . 
Editor; te Editor; Jack Weed, Editor 
m 


3 ard E. Hallas, Associa 
Truck, Bus and Trailer Section; Edward Kruspak, 
er; Colin M. Selph, Special Representative. 
RESIDENT CORRESPONDENTS 
CHICAGO—Mel Adams KANSAS CITY, MO.—H. H. James 
TLANTA—J. H. Reed LOS ANGELES—Slim Barnard 





MINNEAPOLIS—George Smedal DALLAS, TEX.—J. A. Webb 
AKRON, O.—A, L. James SEA WASH.—D. M. Trepp 
WASHINGTON—William 1an 
CIsCcO—Leon J. Pinkson and Al Waddell 


SAN FRAN 
NEW YORK—Bethune Jones, Automotive News, 51 E. 42nd St. 


Subscription ONE YEAR $4; TWO YEARS $6, including annual Almanac 
a ‘other‘countien oe year 1000" Single sons ioe Adverse Rates 
es, one year $6.00. copies te Vv : 
See Standard Rate and Data, or write for vate oord. No Free List! 


Entered as second-class matter Post Office, Detroit, under Act of March 3, 1279. 
Copyright 1938, Slocum Publishing Co. Printed in U. S. A. 


AUTOMOTIVE 











One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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Who Deserves Reserves? 


| gine i of local banking institutions into the field of auto- 
mobile financing is, in our estimation, a development of 
direct interest to dealers. We say this for the reason that we 
believe that these new sources of credit for the consumer 
constitute a further direct threat to dealers’ finance reserves 
which in all recent surveys made by dealers themselves have 
represented to a great extent the difference between a profit 
and a loss for a great many dealers. 

From the standpoint of the buyer, or the much discussed 
“public interest,” this development represents merely an- 
other source for credit offering no monetary savings, and no 
greater protection. In fact in the long run it may react against 
the buyer interest as well as the interest of the dealer. 

At the present time the majority of these banks charge the 
buyer the same rate of interest as is charged by finance 
companies. They provide no reserves for the dealer and 
merely pocket these reserves as additional profit for them- 
selves. This additional profit in many cases is used in sales 
promotional effort such as subscriptions to magazines and 
other premiums to customers and dealers’ salesmen to en- 
tice business away from those finance companies which do 
provide finance reserves for dealers at the same interest rates 
to customers. Banks also accept only the better risks, leaving 
the borderline risks to finance companies which would 
eventually force higher rates for this type business. 

Increased competition of sort would in the long run force 
finance companies to adopt measures to meet it on an equal 
basis. This would mean an end to finance reserves so far as 
the dealer is concerned. And this eventuality we feel holds 
direct threat to the consumer as well as the dealer. 

* * *# 


Under the reserve system cars that are repossessed are 
returned to the dealer for resale. This gives the dealer some 
control over his used car market. Under the banking plan 
cars that are repossessed are thrown on the market solely in 
an effort to obtain as much as possible of the bank’s remain- 
ing equity at the time of repossession. We can forsee a time 
when bank auctions of used cars could completely demoralize 
the used car market just as real estate forcelosure sales in 
the past have demoralized a realty market in event of failure 
of a large real estate operator. 

This development some may say would be all to the ad- 
vantage of the used car buyer and should be encouraged. But 
those who hold to such theories in our estimation fail to take 
into consideration that the demoralization of any market 
depresses the value of the holding of all those engaged in it. 
Thus the present day car owner would stand to suffer a loss 
in the value of his present car as well as the dealer losing on 
his used cars on hand at the time of the decline. 

We feel that the finance reserve establishes a sort of a 
business stabilization fund which protects both the dealer 
and the buyer. We feel that the dealer rather than the banks 
deserves this reserve so long as it costs the public no additional 
money and affords the public a measure of protection against 
unduly depressed values of the cars it now owns. We feel 
that the recent action of the Department of Justice in South 
Bend in accepting the principle of reserves in quashing in- 
dictments against leading finance companies is evidence of 
the fairness of the principle. 

Dealers should not be further misled and should join in 
meeting this bank competition against their interest by every 
fair selling effort possible. 


By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 





RANDOM Don’t be worried if 
NEW YEAR’S there is a_ slow- 
NOTES! down in the pro- 
duction lines or to- 
tal production figures during Jan- 
uary and February. Current chat- 
ter around Detroit is that it would 
be most abnormal to keep up the 
peak production when sales will 
naturally taper down. Both plants 
and labor seem anxious to work 
and can keep up the pace, but 
wise dealers will have plenty of 
all models on hand to take care 
of the “spring rush.” 
a * + 


Michigan’s new governor, 
Frank Fitzgerald, is asking for 
a five-man labor board to ad- 
just differences. He has come 
out flat-footed against the sit- 
down strike and also against 
so-called “company unions.” He 
wants Michigan legislature to 
give him a law that requires a 
10-day arbitration period be- 
fore a strike can be called. 
Loud cheers for the new gov- 
ernor! Maybe he can get the 
legislature to give him what he 
wants. 

* * oa 


Dorothy Parker has an article 
in the February “Ladies’ Home 
Journal” which ought to be read 
by every good American. She 
points out dramatically that 
America, the high-powered sales 
and advertising country, does a 
completely lousy job of dramatiz- 
ing Democracy. Typical quote: 
“When dictators build automobile 
roads the nation is in rapture, the 
world advised. When America 
builds the world’s finest highways, 
only the taxpayers are vocal.” She 
says, “The heroes of dictatorship 
are presented to the awe-stricken 
young as second messiahs. We 
have debunked our heroes but 
when Robert Sherwood made a 
play of the life of Abraham Lin- 
coln, men wept at his words. 
America is hungry for living, 
vivid symbols of liberty!” 


One of the penalties of free 
speech is that the public gets the 
impression after listening to both 
sides, that everything is wrong. If 
American youth through radio 
and the schools hears that every- 
thing America attempts is wrong, 
it is little wonder they begin to 
question Democracy and begin 
looking over their left shoulders. 
It is all right for we gray-heads 
to listen to one side tear down 
the other because we know that 
is what keeps America in the cen- 
ter of the road, but what about 
our children? That’s something 
worth thinking about! 


And while we are on the sub- 
ject of February magazines, get 
“Red Book” and read “It Always 
Happens to Somebody Else!” to 
your family and show it to your 
friends. It ought to be given as 
widespread distribution as _ the 
famous “—and Sudden Death” be- 
cause the author, J. F. Dinneen, 
approaches the subject of highway 
safety from an equally important 
angle; the individual driver, mean- 
ing YOU. And still continuing on 
the reading list, don’t miss “In- 
sanity Fair” written by an English- 
man, if you want to understand 
what is going on in Europe. If 
you’ve given up on the movies as 
entertainment go see “The Cita- 
del.” It will revive your interest. 

+ » oa 


Of course, first of all you will 
read in this issue the first instal- 
ment of Chris Sinsabaugh’s “Who, 
Me?” in which he opens with the 
alibi that I used Simon Legree 
methods to get him started. I ac- 
cept the compliment, and as you 
read along in this series, you will 
know why. All of us who had 
anything to do with “getting Chris 
started” on what I believe will go 
down in the saga of rubber-on- 
wheels as a classic, can be pround! 
—G. M.S. 
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“Lives of Great Men All Remind Us”---by William Ogg FitzGerald 
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the special edition of Automotive News on the occasion of the editor’s 64th 
birthday on Jan, 5, 1936. 








mu Wh o, M ee?” My AUTO-Biography 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 








(Continued from Page 1) 
spot on the road. It is situated at the confluence of the Susque- 
hanna and Tioga or Chemung rivers, 20 miles south of Elmira, 
N. Y. It is said that it was there that the first white man to 
step on the soil of Pennsylvania—a Frenchman—hopped out 
of his canoe after floating down the Susquehanna. 

During the Revolutionary War it was known as Tioga Point 
and here it was that General Sullivan built the fort named 
after him and raised hell with the marauding Indians who 
were pestering the whites at that time. In 1786 Tioga Point 
became Athens and came into more prominence in 1872 when 
David and Harriet 
Sinsabaugh gave 
birth to the bottle 
baby who was tag- 
ged Christopher 
George Sinsa- 
baugh, whose 
christian name 
came from the 
English father of 
his mother— 
Christopher Tal- 
laramshaw Slater, 
Grandfather 
Slater’s middle 
name being the 
names of his two 
godfathers, Talla, 
and Ramshaw. My 
“George” came 
from an English 
grand uncle. 
Grandfather 
Slater, by the 
way, owned and 
operated the Rath- 
bun House, which 
is still in business, 
in Elmira, N. Y., 
during the Civil 
war. 

Sinsabaugh is a German name but I doubt if there 
is much Teutonic blood coursing through my veins, 
for the original Sinsabaughs came from Germany in 
1735 and settled in Orange County, New York. I 
have Sinsabaugh ancestors who fought in the Rev- 
olutionary War and the War of 1812. My branch of the 
family however migrated to Bradford County, Pa., otherwise 
Athens. Grandfather Richard Sinsabaugh was a lieutenant 

(Continued on Page 19, Col. 4) 





Father David Moved West In 1880 
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oLDs DOUBLES 
ALES POTENTIAL 


2 OLDSMOBILE DEALERS! 
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BY INTRODUCING A NEW THIRD CAR, 
IN A NEW LOWER PRICE FIELD, OLDS- 
MOBILE OPENS UP A MARKET TWICE 
| THE SIZE OF LAST YEARS / 
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BEFORE AND AFTER 
THE INTRODUCTION OF 
AMERICA’S NEWEST LOW-PRICED CAR 
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OR 1939, Oldsmobile gives its dealers— at reduced prices— 

stunning new editions of the famous Six and Eight which have been 
so successful in the past. This fact alone promises increased sales. But 
that’s only half the story! Oldsmobile has also introduced a brand new 
“Sixty” Series in the Jow-price field— where the volume lies. That 
means twice the sales potential— twice the chance for profits. On top 
of the opportunities offered by these three great cars, Oldsmobile also 
provides an exclusive Olds selling feature— the revolutionary Rhyth- 
mic Ride. With a// these advantages, you ought to GO with Olds! 


* Delivered price at Lansing, Mich., subject to 

* change without notice. Price includes safety 
glass, bumpers, bumper guards, spare tire and 

¥ tube. Transportation, state and local taxes, 

if any, optional equipment and accessories 


— extra. General Motors Instalment Plan. 
» A GENERAL MOTORS VALUE « 
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Reconditioning Pays Canadian Dealer Big Profits 
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Satisfied Used Car Buyers 
Bring Heavy Repeat Sales 


By F. H. Fullerton 
Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, B. C.—Recondition- 
ing of used cars pays dividends 
for the firm of Thomas Plimley, 
Ltd., distributor of Packard and 
Austin cars and _ International 
trucks. 

The firm spends considerably 
more than the national average 
for Packard dealers in its recon- 
ditioning operations and finds it 
is good business as the turn-over 
is more than _ correspondingly 
greater than the national average. 
By spending money in recondi- 
tioning, the firm feels it is able to 
stand squarely behind the cars it 
sells, secure a good profitable 
price for them, and at the same 
time secure satisfied customers 
who are the best advertisement 
for the establishment, and who 
bring in repeat business as the 
years roll by. 

There has never been a _ used 
car problem with this establish- 
ment, and in fact the company 
frequently goes out on a buying 
campaign to secure sufficient cars 
to meet the demand for its su- 
perior used cars. 

Appraisal methods used by the 
firm are very exacting, the car 
going into the shop for a com- 
plete examination. The mechanical 
department is asked to quote on 
a complete reconditioning, but is 
not advised whether the request 
is for a customer or for the used 
car department. The check made 
covers the motor, body, top, paint 
job, upholstery, glass, fenders, 
tires, battery, differential, trans- 
mission, clutch, brakes, driveshaft 
and universals, bushing springs 
and shackles, steering, starter and 
ring gear. Then costs involved in 
supplying tools needed, washing 
and polishing car, license and 
transfer and handling charges are 
added to give the approximate 
total cost of the car to the firm. 
This is deducted from the esti- 
mated selling price to give the 
trade-in allowance. 

This plan has been adopted 
owing to peculiar conditions in 
Victoria, where trade-ins are 
usually older than in a city on 
the mainland, but total mileage is 
usually much less than in the case 
of much newer models in other 
cities. This condition makes 
standard used car price lists of 
little value and necessitated de- 
velopment of the firm’s own sys- 
tem. 


The aim of the firm is to turn 
over its complete stock of used 
cars in 30 days, and generally it 
cuts this time in half for the large 
percentage of the stock. If a car 
is not sold in a week after it is 
reconditioned the sales staff have 
a detailed discussion on it, and 
any reasons for it hanging fire are 
thus aired and can be corrected, if 


necessary. 
The firm frankly 


admits its 





On Loans of 


$1000 and up... 


We Can Save 
You Money 


We have banking connections 
who will advance the loan 
value of your life insurance 
Policies at a saving on annual 
interest rates of one-third to 
one-half of the usual six per- 
cent. Present loans refinanced 
or new loans made in com- 
plete confidence. For full in- 
formation address 


Nettleton, Ware & Co. 


(Ralph B. Nettleton and Eliot B. Ware) 


1166 Park Square Building 
Boston, Mass. 





| ture by George 
' unique viewpoint from the motor world 


prices are higher than some other 
dealers, but it sells its used cars 
rapidly and at a profit, and they 
stay sold. The secret is largely in 
this plan of thoroughly recon- 
ditioning the car and then going 
out and getting the man to suit it. 
In a city the size of Victoria this 
plan has proved very successful, 
and it would appear feasible in 
any center where the sales staff 
had a real knowledge of local resi- 
dents. 

No high pressure salesmanship 
is used by the firm. It has had a 
few men on the staff who were 
somewhat of this type, but it was 
found that their sales did not last 
and there was little repeat busi- 
ness. Louis Michelin, sales man- 
ager, believes in giving his sales 
staff a real training, and makes a 
point of going out one day with 
every salesman in rotation and 
giving him some assistance with 
his more difficult customers. 

Every Car Tested 

Repair business has also steadily 
increased with the firm, and the 
excellent reconditioning work done 
on used cars is believed to have 
given beneficial advertising re- 
sults in this department. Two 
supervisors are employed, and 
every car is thoroughly tested 
both in the shop and on the road 
before delivery. 

Salesmanship is exercised in 
the repair shop, as well as in the 
showroom. Customers coming in 
for a valve grind, for example, 
are sold on the advantages of a 
complete engine tune-up. Flat 
rates and time charges are both 
in operation, the flat rate system 
applying to Packard work, and 
time rates to other cars. All re- 
pair jobs are estimated and the 
owner advised of approximate 
cost before work commences. 
This service has been found of 
value in eliminating any mis- 
understandings and is appreciated 
by patrons. 

For many years the firm’s 
showroom ran right to the corner 
of the building, while its gas 
pump was in the front of the re- 
pair garage. Some few years ago 
the building was remodeled and 
a large triangle taken off and re- 
modeled as a service station. This 
step has been found an outstand- 
ing success and has given the firm 
many new leads through custom- 
ers who have observed new and 
used cars on the floor, while in 
the gas station. Large plate glass 
windows form the only division 
between the showroom and the 
service station, permitting a clear 
view of models on sale by station 
customers. 


Ample Room Provided 

The present building retains the 
reputation of being among the 
finest and best equipped on the 
coast. The big showrooms, front- 
ing on Yates street, have over 1,- 
800 square feet of floor space, giv- 
ing ample room for adequate dis- 
play of the cars carried. In the 
rear is a completely equipped, 
steam heated repair department 
where specialized service is 
carried out. 

The company was the first to 
bring a British car to Victoria, in 
1907. 

Horace Plimley is the president 
of the firm, Percy Plimley being 
in charge of the mechanical de- 
partment, and Louis Michelin, 
sales manager. Representatives in 
Up-Island centers include Stanley 
Halling, Duncan; Charles Gordon, 
Nanaimo, and Hurford & Shaw, 
Courtenay. 


Can’t Tax Trucks 


FRANKFORT, Ky.—Assistant At 
torney General Jesse K. Lewis has 
ruled that municipalities cannot tax 
wholesale truck operators doing busi 
ness under permits of the State Di 
vision of Motor Transportation. The 
opinion was given E. C. Meredith, a 
member of Clarkson city council. He 
wrote Clarkson had an ordinance tax- 
ing wholesale beer truck operators 
$10 and asked if it was legal 
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NEW “ROAD DIVIDER,” the first of its kind in the world, has been installed 
on the heavily-traveled Ramona Boulevard in Los Angeles. The “divider” is a 
mile in length and takes up less space than the conventional white-line road 


markers. Shown is a 


scouting party in a new Dodge Luxury Liner making a4 


tour of inspection of the new safety installation. 


Duluth Plans Motorization 
Of Transportation System 


By George F. Sweeney 
Staff Correspondent 


DULUTH, Minn.—Complete mo- 
torization of Duluth’s far-flung 
transportation system moved a 
step nearer completion with the 
announcement that an application 
for a $500,000 loan has been 
made with the Reconstruction 


Oldsmobile Sales 
Top 1937 Figure 
By 63% in Dee. 


LANSING. — Oldsmobile retail 
sales for the last 10 days of De- 
cember totaled 4,892 cars for a 
gain of 202 units over the 4,690 
cars sold during the previous 10- 
day period of December, accord- 
ing to D. E. Ralston, general sales 
manager. 

“This is an increase in Olds- 
mobile sales of 1,909 cars or a 
gain of 64 percent over the same 
10-day period in December of the 
previous year when our dealers 
sold 2,983 cars,” said Ralston. 

Oldsmobile sales for the entire 
month of December totaled 14,- 
659 cars compared to 8,954 cars 
sold during the same month in 
1937 to show an increase of 63.4 
percent. 


$13,000,000 Asked 
For Jersey Roads 








TRENTON, N. J.—New high- 
way construction of $13,379,104 is 
proposed by State Highway Com- 
missioner E. Donald Sterner in his 
tentative 1939 budget as just sub- 
mitted to Gov. Moore. 


The proposed budget, however, 
does not take into account the 
diversion of several millions by 
executive order during the last six 
months for unemployment relief 
financing. This is because the 
highway department, officially, has 
no knowledge these funds have 
been taken as they were diverted 
under emergency powers after 
passage by the legislature of the 
regular highway appropriations 
bill and, presumably, constitute 
“borrowed” rather than perma- 
nently diverted funds. If these 
funds are not repaid, however— 
and there is no legal require- 
ment they must be repaid—the 
resultant deficit will have to be 
made up from the 1939 construc- 
tion allotment. 

Anticipated revenues to support 
the tentative new budget total 
$45,021,000, of which $22,000,000 
would come from gasoline taxes 
and $19,500,000 from motor ve- 
hicle registration, license and 
other receipts. The revenues also 
$915,000 estimated 


inspection fees. 


re-| 


Finance Corp. at Washington for 
extensive modernization work. 

With the granting of the loan, 
the company will prepare to re- 
place the city’s remaining 70 
street cars with buses before next 
June 1, construct a $50,000 garage 
building adjacent to the present 
car barns and remove all car 
tracks in the city, Robert B. 
Thompson, vice-president and 
general manager, said. 

Negotiations have already been 
started with bus manufacturers 
for the building of approximately 
65 buses during the next six 
months to prepare for the elimina- 
tion of street cars, Mr. Thompson 
added. 

In the event the RFC rejects the 
loan application, the traction com- 
pany is prepared to arrange for a 
time payment plan with the bus 
manufacturers, as the company is 
definitely committed to modernize 
the system. As _ approximately 
$641,000 in new capital is needed 
to carry out the plan, officials will 
seek an additional loan from local 
banks above the $500,000 re- 
quested from the governmental 
agency, it was explained. 

The $641,000 estimated as re- 
quired for the modernization pro- 
gram includes $383,000 for new 
gasoline buses, $125,000 for trolley 
buses, $50,000 for the new garage 
and several smaller sums for re- 
moval of rails, tools and ma- 
chinery. 

At the present time, about 50 
percent of the Duluth traction 
system has been changed over to 
buses, with several feeder and 
duplication lines being scheduled 
for possible elimination under the 
new finance program. The first 
local bus line was established in 
1931. 

The company is now operating 
60 miles of street car tracks, 25 
miles of gasoline buses and eight 
miles of trolley bus lines. 


Homer Collins, Duluth, is presi- 
dent of the company, and S. L. 
Reichert, secretary and treasurer. 


Increase in Sales 
Noted in Pontiae 
Quality Six Line 


PONTIAC. — Sales of Pontiac’s 
new Quality Six, the lowest priced 
car in its 1939 line, are increasing 
steadily, according to C. P. Simp- 
son, general sales manager. The 
Quality Six was added this fall to 
the deluxe six and eight lines. 

“T expect that Quality Six sales 
will continue to increase in pro- 
portion to the other models until 
they represent a large percentage 
of our total production and sales,” 
Simpson said. 





The truck section of Automotive 
News is the only publication edited 
entirely for the truck, trailer 
truck equipment dealer. 


Bargains Spur 
Used Car Sales 


In Omaha Area 





OMAHA,.—Special terms, win- 
ter accessories and the Christmas 
shopping urge are being used by 
Omaha dealers to spur used car 
sales. 

The Omaha Motor Co. (Pon- 
tiac) has had fair success by ad- 
vertising that the purchaser of a 
used car need make no payments 
until Feb. 15, 1939, while the old 
car will be taken as the down 
payment in most instances. 

John Optiz (Chevrolet) is off- 
ering free a $17.95 deluxe hot 
water heater installed on used 
cars selling at around $200 and 
up. As an inducement to out-of- 
town customers, the company is 
paying bus transportation to any 
one living within a 300-mile 
radius of Omaha who buys a used 
car or truck. In addition to this, 
the company gives a tank of gas 
to the used car or truck pur- 
chaser. Another inducement to 
customers is the advertised fact 
that the used cars are displayed 
in closed, heated showrooms. 
There the customer can drive his 
old car right into the building, 
thus doing away with shopping 
around in cold, uncomfortable, 
open lots. 

Brandes-Campbell (Hudson- 
Terraplane) is offering a one-year 
guarantee on all Hudsons and 
Terraplanes sold from the com- 
pany’s used car stocks, and a 90- 
day guarantee on other makes 
that have been reconditioned. The 
company also features a steam- | 
heated used car showroom. 

T. J. O’Brien & Co. (De Soto- 
Plymouth) is featuring ‘winter 
ready” used cars, along with lib- 
eral terms and no down payments. 
The purchaser of a used car at 
O’Brien’s gets anti-freeze solu- 
tion, winter lubrication, heater, 
brakes checked, carburetor and 
ignition adjusted for instant 
starting, at no extra cost. 

Andrew Murphy & Son (Chrys- 
ler-Plymouth) is playing up good 
used cars as ideal Christmas gifts, 
with a number of extra clean jobs 
displayed with a Christmas back- 
ground. Free transportation to 
Omaha and gas back home are 
offered to out of town buyers, 
along with a three-day driving 
guarantee. 


‘Junkers’ Glutting | 
Birmingham Area| 


Se 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—‘The} 
junkers are not selling.” That is 
the report by used car dealers in 
Birmingham, referring to all mod- | 
els selling for less than $150. This} 
would seem to indicate that what 
is needed is another nationwide 
series of bonfires on the junkers. 

Frank Pape, general sales man- 
ager of the Drennan Motor Car 
Co., ascribed the failure of the old 
models to sell to the statement 


that “The working man is not 
working,” at least not like he 
should. 


Also noted by the dealers was 
a slowness of the late model used 
cars, especially the ’37’s and ’38’s.| 
In other words the best sellers} 
were the “in betweens,” those sell- 
ing for $200 to $400. 


New Tire Is Designed 
To Work on Rail, Road 
AKRON.—Recognizing the in- 
creasing interest in transporting 
goods in the same vehicle both on 
rails and on highways, a special 
Auto-Rail tire is announced by 

the B. F. Goodrich Co. 
Goodrich has been furnishing 
tires used on the Auto-Railer, 
manufactured by Evans Products 
Co. The new tire is a 32 by 6. 
heavy duty size, the size most 
commonly used on the _ Evans 
Auto-Railer. The tire utilizes the 
tread design on the new Safety 
Silvertown passenger car tire. 
which has non-skid effectiveness 


and |0n wet pavements as its principal 
claim. 
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THE FORD DEALER 








LOOKS AT 1939 





Thr introduction of the brand-new Mercury 8 
for 1939 gives Ford dealers the most complete 
line of cars they have ever been able to offer. 

The addition of important new selling features 
makes all the cars in the line more salable. 

The Mercury fits in naturally between the 
De Luxe Ford and the Lincoln-Zephyr. It fills a 
need that dealers and customers alike have felt 
for some time. It helps provide an almost un- 
limited market for Ford dealers. With models 
ranging from the lowest priced Ford to the highest 
priced Lincoln, they can meet the requirements 
of almost every prospect. 

Back of these new cars is a completely new 
merchandising program —as sound in its design, 
as advanced in its engineering as the cars them- 
selves. Its purpose is to maintain Ford dealerships 
ona businesslike basis—to assure their operation 
at a satisfactory profit. And it is flexible enough 
to meet the individual needs of different dealers. 

Briefly. the plan covers the selection of the 
right type of dealers and proper number of 


dealers in rural areas as well as in metropolitan 


keeping with market requirements, an annual 
liquidation program to avoid distress merchan- 
dising, and general supervision of all selling 
activities to develop the best of business practices. 

The program is being supplemented by large- 
scale national advertising — by an intensive sales- 
training set-up, including slide films and motion 
pictures—by a carefully trained, full-time service 
organization. Branch operations are being 
reorganized to provide fewer but more helpful 
contacts. 

To climax the sales program, there is a new 
Sales Agreement, designed to safeguard the invest- 
ment of present and prospective dealers in the 
Ford business. It gives protection against price 
changes and dealer terminations. It clarifies 
requirements on stocks of new cars and parts. 
All in all, it greatly improves an already solid 
foundation for the Ford dealer — not only in the 
conduct of his own business but in his relationship 
with this company and with other Ford dealers. 

We believe that our new cars and new sales 


policies together mean greater opportunities for 


centers. It includes an adequate margin Ford dealers in 1939—with more volume 
of profit. monthly scheduling of cars in and more profit. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY 


NOW OFFERS FORD V-8 CARS AND TRUCKS, MERCURY, LINCOLN-ZEPHYR AND LINCOLN MOTOR CARS 





Sales Tax Held 
Truck Law Changes Set 





For Illinois Legislature 


Special to Automotive News 

CHICAGO.—Important amend- 
ments to the present Illinois law 
governing motor truck operation 
are to be introduced at the 1939 
session of the state legislature 
with the objective of encouraging 
rather than curbing competition 
between contract carriers and 
privately owned and operated 
trucks and buses to the detriment 
of the latter. 

State Senators John W. Fribley 
and Louis J. Menges pointed out 
that the existing law, strictly 
interpreted and providing it holds 
good in the courts, permits the 
barring of privately operated 
trucks and buses in favor of con- 


ment store of Chicago from 
utilizing privately owned buses 
in transporting customers without 
charge to its establishment. The 
company is fighting the ruling in 
the courts. 

“Farmers, dairymen, merchants, 
manufacturers and others are in 
grave danger of being deprived 
of the use of their trucks in con- 
nection with their businesses,” 
stated Senator Fribley. “Under the 
Illinois public utility act, the 
Illinois commerce commission is 
empowered to give exclusive use 
of certain routes to a truck line 
acquiring a certificate from the 
commission. 

“This certificate would be for 


law can enjoin any truck opera- 
tion which is regarded as com- 
peting with certificated carrier.” 
Senator Menges added that 
“under our bill, to be introduced 
next January, the private truck 
operator, the operator owning his 
own loads, will be protected from 
restrictive court or commission 
orders; we would regulate the 
private carrier only in relation to 
public safety, and would not try 
to restrict or restrain its business.” 


Patterson Is President 
Of Okla. Motor Carriers 
OKLAHOMA CITY.—Moss Pat- 
terson, president of the Oklahoma 
Transportation Co., was re-elected 
president of the Associated Mo- 
tor Carriers of Oklahoma at the 
closing session of the group’s an- 
nual convention in the Biltmore 
Hotel here. 
L. D. Tyndall of Okemah was 
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Collectible on Resale of Used Cars 


Colo. Supreme Court Rules 
Levy Not Imposed on Dealer 


Special to Automotive News 
DENVER —In a far-reaching 
decision the Colorado supreme 
court has ruled that sales taxes 
are collectible on the resale of 
used automobiles. The decision, 
according to State Treasurer 
Homer F. Bedford, also applies to 
the resale of all other classes of 
second hand merchandise. 
Originating against the Hartman 
Brothers, Inc., new car agency of 
Montrose, Colo., and C. Ray Bass, 
of Montrose, the case involved 
only about $8 in sales tax, which 
the automobile dealers refused to 
pay on the ground that the collec- 
tion on the sale of used automo- 
biles was double taxation and il- 
legal. The sole question before the 


other parts of the sales tax law, 
particularly that referring to gross 
sales. The opinion by the high 
court contended this “construction 
is strained and not justified by the 
context.” 

Further the opinion recites: 

“The tax is not imposed on the 
automobile agency. The firm is 
merely the state’s agent to collect, 
and is compensated for that serv- 
ice. When the dealer sells the used 
car, he collects the tax from the 
buyer. There is no double taxation 
on the buyer. Finally, it is to be 
noted that the treasurer’s rules 
and regulations have now been in 
force nearly four years. Since they 
were first adopted there has been 






















tract carriers securing certificates 
of necessity. 


A case in point was the recent 
order forbidding a large depart- 


common carrier service available 
to the public at standardized 
rates. However, 
court decisions indicates that the | dent for a new carriers division. 


the trend of 


chosen vice-president for the Class 
A division, and Guy Wheatley of 
Bartlesville was elected vice-presi- 
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ENOUGH FOR THE EGYPTIANS 


ENTURIES have passed since the 
C Pyramids and the Sphinx were 
erected on the sands of Egypt... but 
there they stand today, solid and imper- 
ishable .. . because their architects built, 
not just for the day, but for all time. 


That’s the way we like to build our 
business ... not just for your order of 
today, not just to meet your require- 
ments this one time, but to satisfy you 
so thoroughly that you'll keep on want- 
ing our products and our service, this 
year, next year, twenty years from now. 


As the automotive industry has 
grown, we’ve grown with it, kept 
abreast of it, furnished it with 


FOOT OF IRON ST. 













new formulas, new metals, new manu- 
facturing methods, to meet its con- 
stant demands for faster and still faster 
production. 


But always we’ve kept firmly in mind 
our original foundation stones. .. quality 
and service. And we’re proud that our 
customers stick, they’re repeaters, so we 
think they like the way we have built. 


In our line of six electric furnace, alloyed 
and regular gray irons, is one which 
will exactly meet your requirements. 
When next you are in the market for 

castings for dies, we would appre- 
ciate an opportunity to discuss the 
matter with you. 


court was whether the automobile 
agency must collect the 2 percent 
sales tax on used cars which had 
been resold after being taken in 
as part down payment on a new 
automobile. 

In the opinion of the court it 
was held that when the sales tax 
became a law, the state treasurer 
promulgated rules and regulations 
for collection of the tax, as author- 
ized under the law. The rule cov- 
ering used cars was as follows: 

“Trade-in property—Sales of 
which the consideration is partly 
money and partly something other 
than money, the sales price shall 
be the full consideration includ- 
ing both money and the other than 
money.” In another part of the 
ruling, it was held, “when any 
tangible personal property which 
has been taken in trade is sub- 
sequently sold, the tax applies on 
the total amount of that sale.” 

Counsel for the used car dealer 
contended the last paragraph of 
this regulation, which imposes a 
full 2 percent sales tax on the sale 
of the trade-in article was illegal 
and void, because of conflict with 


Plymouth Sets 
Production On 
New Convertible 





DETROIT.—Plymouth’s new 
convertible coupe, with power- 
operated top that raises or lowers 
itself in response to the twist of 
a lever on the instrument board, 
is now in regular production at the 
factory and deliveries have begun 
through Plymouth dealers in sev- 
eral parts of the country. 

The new coupe is said to have 
created an unprecedented demand 
that accounts for early production 
on this type. Factory orders to 
date already far exceed the vol- 
ume of similar orders received in 
previous years. 


A new convertible sedan will 
soon be added to the Plymouth 
line, it was also announced. 


The power-operated top is 
standard equipment, at no extra 
cost, on all 1939 model convertible 
coupes. Raising or lowering the 
top is controlled by a two-way 
lever on the instrument panel, at 
the driver’s left. This opens and 
closes valves admitting manifold 
suction to two power cylinders. 
one on each side of the car, behind 
the front seat. 


These two power cylinders, each 
15 inches long, contain double-end 
pistons for exerting power either 
way. which in turn are geared up 
to the folding frame of the top. 
Special springs counterweight the 
top as it moves in either direction. 
Raising or lowering is accom- 
plished in about 15 seconds. 


New Leather Process 


CHICAGO. — Sterling B. McDonald 
Studios, Inec., claims to have perfected 
a process by which the wrinkling and 
sagging of leather, when used for up- 
holstery purposes, is virtually elimi- 
nated. In tests, conducted by the U. S. 
Testing Laboratory and others, it is 
claimed that by this new support the 
tensile strength of leather is bettered 
by 35 percent and the stretch reduced 
50 percent. This process is by lamina- 
tion, using a liquid bond with a spe- 
cial fabric to the unfinished side of a 

e. 














a session of the general assembly 
and no amendment of the act re- 
quiring a change of the rules was 


adopted. This, we have held, 


amounts to legislative confirmation 


of prior existing rules and inter- 
pretations.” 


NLRB Changes 
Would Restrain 
Minority Pickets 





NEW YORK. — Amendments to 
the National Labor Relations Act, 
prohibiting minority picketing and 
according employers the right to 
request an NLRB election, are re- 
ported here as the two proposed 
changes for which there is the 
greatest demand and support 
among business and_ industrial 
leaders. 


After signing collective bargain- 
ing agreements with the agent ac- 
credited by an NLRB election, 
many employers are said to have 
been confronted with immediately 
resultant striking and picketing by 
the losing minority. 

With the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board having shown little 
inclination to intervene in such 
factional and jurisdictional dis- 
putes, it is pointed out, employers 
have been left at the mercy of 
warring factions and have had 
little recourse to the law. Revision 
is sought to correct this situation 
and give employers adequate pro- 
tection in their efforts to recog- 
nize the will of the majority. 


Sich Gramrs8a 
FIRST TEN.. 


NEW 50 CU. YARD EARTH MOVERS 








First big installation of huge 
new Tournapull earth-moving ma- 
chines, recently developed by R. 
G. LeTourneau, Inc., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif., is ten units for the 
$5,500,000 Hansen Dam _ project 
near Los Angeles. The Tournapull 
is a two-wheeled high-speed earth- 
mover combining a tractor and 
scraper of unusual dirt capacity. 
For power, the machine uses a new 
160 h.p. Caterpillar Diesel. The 
machine will handle up to 50 cu. 
yd. of earth at a top speed of 20 
m.p.h. High speed, extremely 


heavy loads, and need for unfail- | 
im- | 
poses a terrific strain on every | 
The de- | 


ing 24 hour performance, 


part of this machine. 
pendable Caterpillar Diesel meets 
this challenge by using high 
strength Nickel alloy steels and 
cast irons for major parts of 
the engine. These Nickel alloys pro- 
vide unusual strength, resistance 
to wear, and en- 
durance, essential 


work. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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Automotive Orders Spur Feeder Plant Activity 


Glass Industry’s 
Outlook Is Bright 


For First Quarter 








Volume of Business Leaps 
r | Among Conn. Manufacturers 


N, Special to Automotive News 

SS HARTFORD, Conn.—Spurred by 
th orders from Detroit and other car 
n manufacturing centers, Connecticut 
1e manufacturers producing parts and 
accessories for the automotive in- 
dustry are steadily increasing their 
roduction schedules, 

Whitney Chain & Mfg. Co. 
t here found its orders increased 25 
: reent during November, accord- 
ing to Winthrop H. Whitney, presi- 


























in December, and has been calling 
back former employes steadily. 

_Plants of the New Departure 
division of General Motors Corp. 
in Bristol and Meriden have 
stepped up production sharply dur- 
ing the past two months, resulting 
in re-employment of many. 

The Autoyre Co., Oakville, has 
announced plans for a new factory 
building, to be used for steel stor- 


NEW YORK.—The outlook for 
the flat glass industry in the first 
quarter of 1939 is good as a result 
of the encouraging upturn in gen- 
eral business, according to John 
D. Biggers, president, Libbey- 
Owens-Ford Glass Co. 


“Inventories have been reduced 
during the last year. Certainly 
there are no surplus stocks to be 





“d : ; age, and a new boiler room. worked off before sales and pro- 

1e = in’ sane, if se oe wre Co., op ory will duction can get under way for the 
TO : uild an addition to its plant. Arm- new year. 

mn . BIRDSEYE VIE f the San F i iti ds, wh mstruc- 

re August to 60 percent in late No strong Rubber Co., West Haven, | tion of the larger buildings is well advanced. In the oreground are two Coast “Continuance of the present 

es vember. manufacturer of tires and bat-| girls who have completed a tour of the grounds in a 1939 Chrysler Royal. favorable outlook in the industry 


Business of Fafnir Bearing Co., 
= New Britain, has improved sub- 
S stantially since September, making 
va possible a bonus for employes equal 
ly | {> 5% percent on earnings for the 
€- | jast quarter of 1938. The bonus is 
aS | payable to the company’s 1,500 em- 
pl 


teries, is building a plant addition 
in the form of an extra story on 
the storage building. The project 
will cost about $15,000. 

Norwalk Tire & Rubber Co., Nor- 
walk, has started construction of a 
frame factory addition, to cost 
about $2,000. 


beyond the first three months de- 
pends largely upon the main- 
tenance of the current recovery 
movement in the automotive and 
building industries. The prospect 
in both of these major industries 
is encouraging,” Biggers cited. 


their business as “very promis- 
ing.” While many automobile 
dealers are not stocked sufficiently 
as yet to meet all their orders, the 
finance companies believe this 
situation will improve within the 
next few weeks. 


Business ‘Very Promising’ 


In Milwaukee Area 
MILWAUKEE. — With automo- 
bile sales running ahead of a 
year ago, Milwaukee finance com- 


oyes on Jan. 16. panies describe the outlook for 


on utomotive activity has resulted 

r- | in steady improvement in sales for 

the Standard Screw Co., operating 

plants in Hartford, Conn.; Chicago, 

and two in Elyria, O., according to 
Board Chairman Philip B. Gale. 

Russell Mfg. Co., Middletown, 

which makes brake-linings, clutch- 

facings and elastic webbing, re- 

S | stored a pay cut to 1,000 employes 


* |Chrysler Alters 
to | Distributor Setup 


ed | In Chicago Area 


al CHICAGO.— An important 
change in the Chrysler setup here 





Founded in 1925 as Automotive Daily News 


Automotive News 


The Newspaper of the Industry 











° 1 - e +. . e © 
a [eee en oented at 2230 5. Will round out its service to the industry it 
>. Michigan Ave., and for veers a b . b ¢ h d ‘ - 
ee Pra tee eaaer ome, te serves by presenting belore the end o e 


ly | to be dissolved. 

The modern sales and service 
building will be taken over by the 
a- {Mayer Motor Sales, Inc., Chrysler 
le Jand Plymouth dealer, headed by 
ch |David Eisenberg. 

S- The distributorship will give 
TS jway to a regional office in the 
of {Wrigley building, with Kendrick 
ad Ip. Brown, president of the Chrys- 
on jler-Illinois Co., as city regional 
on j|manager in this territory for both 
O- jChrysler and Plymouth products. 
g- Chrysler will thus adopt the 
same plan of distribution in tHis 
area as Dodge and De Soto, and 
we will operate through 50 direct and 
10 associate dealers. In the past, 
A all of the outlets were in the asso- 
ce 


current month, an entirely new and different 
publication to be known as 


Automotive Service 


This publication printed in rotogravure and 
edited in LIFE magazine style will illustrate 
every phase of Service, Lubrication, Recon- 
ditioning, and Parts and Accessory Merchan- 
dising. 


ciate dealer category. 


Ga. Dealer Assn. 
To Meet Jan. 11 


ATLANTA—(UTPS)— Rep. 
James V. Carmichael will be the 





This new publication will be mailed without 
additional cost to all present subscribers to 
Automotive News and will in addition reach 











meeting of the Georgia Automobile 
Dealers Assn., to be held at the 


> Atlanta-Biltmore Hotel here, Jan. . bil 
Ta di sea, the Service Department of every automobile 


tion in Georgia and the impor- 
tance of organization on the part 
of business men of the state in or- 
ganizing to present their views to 
€ general assembly. 


dealer in America. A total guaranteed cir- 
culation at 








he |. The ccumes report of President 

arry Sommers and the election 
20 f new officers and directors will 44 000 Moeonthl 
ly tbe features of the meeting. i y 
il- 4 e,e8 
n- (British Company Set 
ry To Assemble Bantams 


e- | BUTLER, Pa. — Frederick C. Advertisers will find in AUTO- 


ts Stott and Joseph W. Hardcastle, | 
4 tish automobile men, are in 
n f utler this week negotiating for 
OF Bssembly of Bantam cars in the 
‘o- United Kingdom. 


oa The British company has al- 
ial 


antam Car Co. (Great Britain), 
ty [Ltd., with headquarters in Lon- 
don. The engine and chassis as- 
sembly plant and body building | 
L plant are located at Chiswick. | 
Stott expects to assemble approxi- 
NY ately 1,500 cars in 1939 for the 
Y English market. 


eady been formed as sd 
| 


MOTIVE SERVICE a new, unique 
and direct means of reaching the 
great Billion Dollar after-market. 
The first issue will attract un- 
usual interest. If you wish ad- 
vertising rates, telephone your 
agency, our New York or Chicago 
offices or wire 
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New Conn. Gov. Hopes 


To RepealT esting Law 


Special to Automotive News 

HARTFORD, Conn. — Adhering 
to a promise made during his 
campaign, Gov.-elect Raymond E. 
Baldwin has announced that he 
favors outright repeal of the state 
law authorizing compulsory, semi- 
annual inspections of motor ve- 
hicles. The Connecticut Automo- 
tive Trades Assn., Inc., is on rec- 
ord as favoring continuance of the 
inspections with several changes 
in method to make them more 
effective. 


The inspection law is credited 
in some quarters with having 
played an important part in Con- 
necticut’s remarkable highway 
safety record during 1938, de- 
scribed by Motor Vehicle Com- 
missioner Michael A. Connor as 
“the best year in traffic history of 
the state.” There were 336 high- 
way fatalities up to midnight, Dec. 
31, the smallest number since 1926 
when there were far fewer cars 
on the road, and representing a 
decrease of 21 percent as com- 
pared with 1937. Accidents dropped 
18 percent and personal injuries 
24 percent. 

Traffic authorities are pointing 
out that Connecticut achieved its 
fine 1938 record without resort to 
any drastic speed restrictions. The 
overall limit is 50 miles an hour 
during daylight hours on open 
country highways, except where 
lower limits are posted due to 
special hazards, and 40 miles an 
hour at night. Enforcement has 
been reasonable except in a few 
country towns patrolled by fee- 
grabbing constables. 


The motor vehicle department, 
state traffic commission and high- 










































way safety commission have con- 
ducted vigorous safety educa- 
tional campaigns throughout the 
past year. Veteran drivers com- 
ment that “cutting in” and other 
dangerous practices have been ma- 
terially reduced. Extension of the 
state’s infant parkway system is 
separating truck and passenger car 
traffic along the crowded shore 
line arteries. 


Knoxville Assn. Elects 


Proffitt as President 
KNOXVILLE, T enn.—Howard 
Proffitt, Park Motors Co., is the 
new president of the Knoxville 
Automotive Trades Assn., succeed- 
ing H. C. McCrary. 

Other officers are J. W. Carter, 
first vice-president; J. C. Mahan, 
second vice-president; H. T. Poore, 
attorney-secretary. Directors: R. L. 
Donaldson, G. R. Campbell, 
George Lawrence and John Cruze. 


Bogue to Head 
Dallas Dealers; 
Show Plans Set 


DALLAS, Tex.—G. H. Bogue, 
Buick dealer, has been elected 
president of the Dallas Automo- 
tive Trades Assn. for 1939, suc- 
ceeding E. B. Mohr, Chevrolet 
dealer, who has had the position 
for two years. 

Other officers are O. E. Severt- 
son, vice-president; Ernest Alex- 
ander, treasurer; and Jno. E. Mor- 
riss, J. A. Eisele and J. M. Regan, 
who were added to the board of 
directors. 

Plans were laid for the South- 
western Automobile Show, to be 
held here Jan. 21-29. 

Also announced at the meeting 
was the passage by the Dallas city 
council of an ordinance to regulat« 
and control wrecker cars. The new 
law, supported by automobile 
dealers, removes the incentive for 
wrecking cars to race to the scene 
of accidents, and also protects car 
owners figuring in crashes. 


Alvord, Hume, Moody 
Are Promoted by GE 


NEW YORK.—R. M. Alvord, 
J. E. N. Hume and A. S. Moody 
have been appointed commercial 
vice-presidents of the General 
Electric Co. 

Alvord is manager of General 
Electric’s Pacific district. Hume 
has been manager of the indus- 
trial department of the General 
Electric Co. since December, 1935, 
while Moody has been manager 
of the Northwest district since 
1936. 


McCord Radiator Sales | 


Placed Under Hancock 


DETROIT.—P. L. Barter, vice-| 
president, McCord Radiator & | 
Mfg. Co., announces appointment | 
of Wm. G. Hancock as general | 
sales manager, directing sales in| 
all departments. 

Hancock, associated with the} 
company for 20 years, has here- 
tofore been sales manager of the 
automotive parts department. 





William Ogg Fitzgerald's famous car 
toons appear exclusively in Automo 
tive News 


Hometown Maps 
Fete for Goodyear 


WOBURN, Mass. — Mayor 
William E, Kane, of this city, 
is honorary chairman of a 
committee which is now 
making plans to celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of 
Charles Goodyear’s discov- 
ery of how to produce rub- 
ber that would meet every 


day requirements winter and 
summer. 


It was in 1839 that Good- 
year finally evolved the se- 
cret of doing it for com- 
mercial success after years 
of struggling against pov- 
erty, handicaps, etc. He was 
living here at the time, so 
now his memory is going to 
be honored at a date to be 
set later. 





Name Is Changed 


SIDNEY, N. Y.—The Scintilla Mag- 
neto Co., Inc., is now the Scintilla 
Magneto division of Bendix Aviation 
Corp. No change is contemplated 
the management, policies or personnel 
of the present organization. 


ro) 
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Dec. New Car Sales Increase 
Over 1937 in San Antonio 


| Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—New car 
sales for December showed a 
marked improvement here over 
those for December, 1937, and give 
definite indications of the im- 
provement in sales during the last 
quarter of 1938. 


During the month 558 cars, 47 
commercial units and 32 trucks 
were delivered by the 19 dealer- 
members of the San Antonio Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn. Sales, accord- 
ing to individual makes, were as 
follows: 

Buick, 51; Cadillac, 8; Chev- 
rolet, 118 (and 24 commercial 
units and 17 trucks); Chrysler, 16 
(and one truck); De Soto, 4; 
Dodge 31 (and two commercial 
units and three trucks); Ford, 99 
(and 14 commercial units and six 
trucks); GMC Truck, one commer- 
cial unit and three trucks; Gra- 
ham, 2; Hudson, 16; IHC Truck, 
four commercial units and three 

trucks; LaSalle, 17; Lincoln- 





Zephyr, eight; Mercury, 11; Nash, 
six; Overland, four; Packard, 10; 
Plymouth, 75; Oldsmobile, 23; 
Pontiac, 20; Studebaker, 30; and 
Willys, one. Sales reported by out- 
of-county dealers for local regi- 
stration: Chevrolet, two; Chrysler, 
one; Hudson, one; and Plymouth, 
three. 

December sales during preced- 
ing years were: 1933—293; 1934— 
210; 1935—821; 1936—1,002; 1937 
—586. 


Illinois Dealers Set 
For Annual Conclave 


CHICAGO. — Dealers from all 
parts of the state will gather next 
Wednesday and Thursday, Jan. 11 
and 12, at Springfield for the an- 
nual Illinois Automotive Trade 
Assn. convention. 

The business session, set for all 
day Thursday, is to be preceded 
by a “get-together” Wednesday 
evening. 





ee | =-V] 1 


A big-league show that will work for 


every automobile man! 


O, GENTLEMEN, we're not going on the air to 
advertise “Ethyl” alone. “Tune-Up Time” has a 
far bigger job to do for you than that. 


Here’s the inside story: We know and you know} 
that the public is somewhat hazy when it comes to} 
the relation of gasoline and spark setting to automo: 
bile engine performance. The result is headaches for 
you service men and car dealers. “Tune-Up Time” 
aims to save you these headaches by getting certain 
important fundamentals across to the American public. 
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New Tax Laws, Diversion _ NERB is Given Right 
o) eens comer a ies 5s To Reopen Ford Case 


: : PF ‘ | 
TRENTON, N. J.— Automotive ; sion total approximating $90,000,- | . 
10. ee the state legislative ses-| 000 and retarding highway im- va meee yl Pee 
y ; j n. 10, centers uire- —Two d 
= sn, ow te tax | as Gk Gas toes a involving the automotive industry 


te tax proposals and f commer- 
and = nati, highway fund ments and the needs of c 























Ky. Dealers Given 
License Extension 


PARIS, Ky.—Circuit Judge 
William B. Ardery has held 
that an automobile dealer 
needn’t buy new licenses any 
sooner than an _ individual 
car owner. 


ring washer. President William 
Knudsen, of General Motors, had 
appealed to the court that unless 




















































i i i The ruling was on a peti- handed down this week by|it intervened all automobile mak- 
ut- ‘ bor legislation will be | C!@!_ motor vehicle oa tion for a declaratory judg- the United States supreme court.| ers would have to pay “tribute’ 
sgi- | diversion. bat mo redical statutes | interests. A report intended to!) ent filed by Louisville Mo- In the one, the court held that| for the use of this device. 
ith, are ‘anticipated, fonds, it on an. will i. ee pie ge in Aged oe! gt A the National Labor Relations 
ith, a unds, if any, whic ~ 


Chief Justice Hughes delivered 
the Ford opinion, upholding a de- 
cision of the sixth United States 
circuit court, which granted the 
petition of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board for withdrawal of 
its case so that all possible pro- 
cedural errors could be corrected. 


Petition to the court by the 
NLRB followed on the heels of 
the famous Kansas City stockyards 
case last year. At that time the 
court sharply criticized the United 
States department of agriculture 
for procedural mistakes in rate- 
setting. The labor board then re- 
quested reopening of the cases 
against Ford, and others, to safe- 
guard against similar court action. 
This move was opposed by the 
motor company, which held that a 
transcript of the board’s proceed- 
ings had been filed with the circuit 
court. 

Chief Justice Hughes said, how- 
ever, in handing down the su- 
preme court’s decision, that the 
circuit tribunal was justified in 
allowing the NLRB’s request. 


Cadillae-LaSalle 
Plans Series of 
Sales Conclaves 


DETROIT. — Cadillac-LaSalle 
sales and sales promotion execu- 
tives will invade the field next 
week for a series of conferences 
that will touch 45 major distribu- 
tion points in the eastern, central 
and southern territories. 

Each official will arrange his 
own program, discussing both the 
new and used car problems in the 
cities he visits. 

“The purpose of the trips is to 
suggest individual methods for 
handling sales situations that may 
or may not exist in other cities,” 
General Sales Manager D. E. 
Ahrens said. “We also plan a spe- 
cial survey of used cars to prevent 
a recurrence of burdensome stocks 
that in other winters have handi- 
a the retail automobile mar- 

e i 

Ahrens will cover New York 
state and New England cities dur- 
ing the week beginning Jan. 9. 
Other itineraries will take R. L. 
Newton, assistant general sales 
manager, into Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey; E. F. Upson, assistant 
general sales manager, into Mis- 
souri, Oklahoma and Texas: R. L. 
Rickenbaugh, sales promotion 
manager. into Minnesota and Wis- 
consin; C. R. Kirknatrick, used car 
manager, into Indiana and Ohio; 
J. W. Eberts, assistant sales pro- 
motion manager, into Maryland 
and Delaware; and G. E. Mitchell, 
assistant sales promotion manager. 
into Tennessee, Alabama and 
Louisiana. 


sought a ruling whether it 
was required to buy licenses 
for automobiles on hand for 
sale between Jan. 1 and 
Mar. 1. 

Licenses bought last year 
are good until Mar. 1, Judge 
Ardery said, explaining his 
ruling held dealers entitled 
to benefits of the 1936 statute 


Excepting the new tax threat, 
ed legislative interference with ae uled for submission to the incom- 
ed- ness is expected to be alleviate ing house. 
ae ather than increased. There is : 
937 slim probability of passage of new Paradoxically, several a 
: erchandising restrictions, curbs/tive tax reduction bills will = 
n truck operation or other regu-|their way into the lawmill along 
latory measures affecting the auto-| with new tax proposals. Bills _- 

motive industry. viding automobile registration = 
gio Virtually every type of new tax | driver’s license fee reductions, an 
all ssibility will be considered by gasoline tax cut bills, are intro- revision extending the | 
ext the incoming legislature, con-|duced here perennially, but = license deadline to Mar. 1. 
sae fronted with heavy 1939 unem-|recognized as mere er aenad $< 7 - 7 of the La Crosse County Automo- 
a ioyment retie ne noes | ee « get gy hen Hedrick Is ppotnte bile Dealers Assn. for the ensuing 
ade P 1938 relief obligations and a|situation. Not until 1941, w CHICAGO.—G, H. Hedrick, formerly | year. 

looming general treasury deficit.| highway fund debt requirements | .ajes en ineer for ‘the, Thomas SI at Cine sits as. 20000h 
= oan 28 ee Oe cutis ak eae gee “— a sais chief ‘engineer for the Gem Mfg.}Mashak, vice-president; Ralph 
ded | taxes of some sort is continued|much hope that automotive Gee Co., has been appointed chief engi-| Pischke, secretary, and R. D. Mc- 
day wholesale highway fund diversion, ' reduction will become an acti neer, of the. mut er, divi sion of aes Gomme, 
| adding to this state’s past diver- issue in this state. mo 

Nae ereeanetnieei sia ees ans nit 
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: n its case against 
able for 1939 diversion, is sched- ao ie os on 4 ts & 

In the other, the court turned 
down a request for a rehearing of 
a patent infringement case in con- 
nection with the use of a _ split- 


Hofweber Will Head 


LaCrosse Dealer Assn. 
LA CROSSE, Wis.—John Hof- 
weber has been elected president 





ee ““TUNE-UP TIME” 
SMa 1939's NEW HIT 
RADIO SHOW 


45 MINUTES 


Featuring: WALTER O’KEEFE... 
ANDRE KOSTELANETZ and his 


7  Orchestra...KAY THOMPSON and 
her Rhythm Singers 


and GUEST STARS EVERY WEEK 
BEGINNING 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 12 


EVERY THURSDAY EVENING ... COLUMBIA 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM, 10 p.m., EST; 
9 p.m., CST; 8 p.m., MST; 7 p.m., PST. 


Suburban Dealers Rise, 


Chicago Outlets Drop 
CHICAGO. — While authorized 
new car outlets have declined by 
five in Chicago since Oct. 12, when 
a previous survey was made, the 
number in Cook County outside of 
Chicago has gained by 12, accord- 
ing to a bulletin just issued by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 
All told, it is stated, there are 
463 outlets in the country, of which 
293 are located in Chicago and 170 
outside of the city. The total in- 
cludes 10 distributorships, 18 dis- 
tributor and factory branches, 5 





Through this new 45-minute radio program, sent over tuned-up for a better gasoline, they will come into 
a coast-to-coast chain of some 60 stations, car-owners your shop periodically for complete motor adjust- 
will be told why their service men can’t be expected ment. And we will sell more echoed con- 
to make a car give a grade of performance better taining tetraethyl lead, which are used today by most 








; dealer branches, and 11 associate 
ir 001 than the grade of gasoline in the tank! oil refining companies to improve gasoline. dealerships. 
las a ‘ ‘ : ”» a 
Your customers will be told why they should bring Add it all up and you'll see that “Tune-Up Time Fatalities Off 20% 
. . i I i j ; l hat WASHINGTON .—Motor vehicle fatal 
their cars into you at regular intervals for a motor _ will do a job for both of us. That : why we = ; a wits skTT8 eager. ites durtne the Bee 
" y i - eo { on 51 weeks of 1938 totaled 7, compare 
non tune-up! you not only listen to Tune-Up oon Rare: 51 weeks, for w decrease ot %9 
OF : , i ut that you ercent, according to the U. S. bureau 
dee, They’ ing to be told that the service man’s Thursday nights, starting January 12th, but y pereent. according to the U. &. harees 
m0 7 = - 8 ill th m money in tell your customers to listen, too. vehicles in ne at0 cities Gurieg, = 
i i i , ? e F ree ending ec otale . 
5 for advice ” sound advice <r os 7 . . . 63 fewer than in the corresponding 
all the long run! Ethyl Gasoline Corporation, manufacturer of anti- | week of last year, 
one . . : , ‘ if we i se ‘ oil companies to improve gaso- Fourth Dimension, a regular feature 
rtain Why are we doing all this? Simply because if we knock fluids used by l ~ it 1p zg | pFourth Dimension, a regular feature 
blic. can show car-owners why they should have their cars _ line, Chrysler Building, New York City. 
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Systematic Followup Boosts Service Sales 48% 
Canadian Makers Puzzled 


Dealer Building Business 


From Customer Viewpoint 


Special to Automotive News 

OAKLAND, Calif.—What can be 
accomplished by a studied at- 
tempt to increase service volume 
is adequately demonstrated here 
by the experience of the Eb Wells 
Co., formerly Daniels-Wells, Inc., 
one of the largest Pontiac retail 
outlets on the coast. 


During a seven-month period 
this year the firm increased cus- 
tomer labor sales 48.9 percent over 
the corresponding period last year, 
while parts sales on repair orders 
jumped 60 percent in the com- 
parable periods. 


In the same seven months of 
1937, the ratio of fixed gross profit 
to fixed expense was 52 percent. 
In the comparable period this 
year, it was 57 percent. However, 
since March, when a readjustment 
of the service personnel took place, 
the figure has averaged from 65 to 
70 percent, indicating that the goal 


Portland Dealer 
Adds Floodlight 
Used Car Store 


PORTLAND, Ore. — With busi- 
ness in Portland definitely on the 
upgrade, the W. W. Shipley Co. 
(Dodge) has just opened a new 
“flood-lighted” used car _ store, 
thereby adding another link in the 
chain of expansions which began 
in 1936. 

The used car business of the 
Shipley firm for November showed 
an increase of 124 percent over 
that of November a year ago. Most 
of the units sold, passenger cars 
and trucks, were the more ex- 
pensive late models. 

“The majority of the  pur- 
chasers,” Shipley observes, “are 
of the conservative type, small 
business men, farmers, executives 
of manufacturing concerns. We 
feel that this is an excellent basis 
on which to continue our policy 
of expansion.” 


Business Rises 12% 
At A. O. Smith Corp. 


MILWAUKEE.—Business of the 
A. O. Smith Corp. has been show- 
ing substantial improvement in 
both the monthly and yearly com- 
parisons in the last three months. 

Aided by increased operations 
in various divisions of the cor- 
poration, employment has been 
boosted to about 3,800 persons, as 
compared with about 2,800 on 
Sept. 1. Total incoming orders, 
which represent shipping specifi- 
cations on contracts, increased 
about 12 percent in November 
over October. In October they 





gained 10 percent over September. 





SKI CARRIER developed by David 


. Wallace, president of Chrysler di- 
oes a ski "enthusiast. Carrier is at- 
tached 


to luggage compartment lid by 
two metal rackets, held by bolts. 
When device is removed, bolt holes 
are covered by chrome-finished flush 
steel plugs. 


of 75 percent may be attained in 
the near future. 


This achievement indicates that 
the service performance of the 
Wells organization may soon rank 
on a par with the used car de- 
partment, which is outstanding on 
the coast in that Dealer Wells has 
consistently made money on his 
used cars. 

Service Manager Wattles works 
on the premise that he tries to see 
the service customer’s needs 
through the customer’s eyes. 
Dealer Wells says he will not be 
satisfied until his service depart- 
ment measures up in every re- 
spect to what the most discrim- 
inating customer could expect. 

To realize an increase in service 
gross during the seven-month pe- 
riod this year, the organization has 
employed a well-planned and sys- 
tematic followup: 

1 Daily cards are mailed custom- 

ers, pointing out what mechan- 
ics found when working on the 
customer’s automobile. These 
cards go out two or three days 
after the customer visited the 
service station. 


2 Weekly specials are mailed to 
selected customers, especially 
owners of older cars, on such 
items as valve grinds, brake re- 
— and other maintenance serv- 
ces. 


Semi-monthly cards are mailed 

to 1933, ’34 and ’35 owners, ex- 
plaining the budget terms of re- 
pairs which extend payment to a 
30, 60 or 90-day basis in which to 
pay for service performed. 
4 A monthly general letter is 

sent to owners, and a 30-day 
followup on repair work as well 
as a daily followup on lubrication. 

Service saver coupon books are 
constantly used. 

Cars and letters are produced 
by the dealer’s own duplicating 
machine, approximately $160 per 
month being spent on postage for 
this form of promotion. 

Because of the volume of new 
and used car business handled an- 
nually by Eb Wells, the organiza- 
tion maintains a complete used 
car reconditioning plant. 

“One advantage of this plant,” 
said Dealer Wells, “is that we can 
use _ the facilities for customer 
service and outside work. Because 
of our equipment and reputation 
for reconditioning, we get a great 
deal of outside work that other- 
wise would not come to us. We 
also get insurance work—big re- 
pair jobs that pay well. 

“Because our body department 


has a reputation for good work, | 
we get quite a few wreck jobs and | 


our shop is kept busy on body and 
trim work from the outside.” 

Used cars are reconditioned 
within 48 hours and an average 
20-day turnover on used cars has 
been maintained for some time. 

New cars are serviced imme- 
diately upon unloading, except for 
washing. This gives the shop 
ample time to do a good job and, 
ee adds to owner good- 
will. 





U. S. Contains Sufficient 
Fuel for 2.000 Years 


WASHINGTON. — Within the 
boundaries of the United States 
are resources ample to supply gas- 
oline to American motorists for 
more than 2.000 years, according 
to Hugh D. Miser, chief of the sec- 
tion of fuels of the U. S. Geologi- 
cal Survey. 

Besides the billions of barrels of 
petroleum that now lie in the 
known reserves of the United 
States, a still larger supply of 
bituminous substances is locked in 
shale reserves, waiting to be de- 
veloped at some time when it 
would be economically profitable. 
The nation's coal deposits would | 
provide, says Miser, in addition to | 
the regular uses for coal, all the | 
domestic requirements for petro-| 
leum substances for 2,000 years. 













Quaint Quirks 
That Build 
Business 


The Riiley Motor Co., Buick 
dealer at Sheridan, Wyo., took ad- 
vantage of the bargain psychology 
that prevails after Christmas to 
offer free merchandise to custom- 
ers purchasing used cars between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
A winter clearance sale was ad- 
vertised, with the customers be- 
ing given their choice of free 
items from the dealer’s stock in- 
cluding gasoline, oil, tires, bat- 
teries, accessories, washing, polish- 
ing, refinishing, lubrication, shop 
work, etc. The free merchandise 
amounted to as high as $50 per 
customer, depending upon the 
price of the used car purchased. 





To feel the pulse of the industry, con- 
sistent reading of Automotive News is 
a necessity. 





et 


By New Car Tax Anomaly 


MONTREAL.—P romised re- 
moval by Canada under the Can- 
ada-United States trade treaty of 
the 3 percent special excise im- 
port tax will be effected by laws. 


The automobile industry is 
somewhat puzzled over the fact 
that this 3 percent excise tax would 
be removed from imported auto- 
mobiles, these being mentioned in 
the first schedule of the agreement, 
but automobile parts are not men- 
tioned in that particular schedule, 
which means that while the fin- 
ished product would be free of the 
3 percent tax on parts brought in 
from the United States by auto- 
mobile manufacturers in Canada 
would be subject to the tax. 

It has been the fixed policy of 
the present government to reduce 
the cost of raw material for use 


in Canadian manufacture, but un- 


less this tax anomaly is removed 
(Hon. Charles Dunning, minister 
of finance, has announced it will 
be) the agreement would be 
working opposite to the govern- 
ment’s settled policy and intention, 
so far as automobile manufacture 
in this coun is concerned. The 
government will submit to Parlia- 
ment a measure providing for ex- 
emption of raw materials for auto- 
mobiles, as well as the finished 
product, from the 3 percent tax. 

The government, in the official 
summary of the new agreement, 
freely admitted the serious loss of 
revenue that will be suffered 
through the virtual abolition of 
the tax, but it sought to justify 
the removal by pointing out that 
“it will help to restore the com- 
petitive eae of many Cana- 
dian producers. 


PLEXIGLAS 


Plexiglas is being used in the 
curved front and rear windows 
of the World's Fair buses under 
construction by Yellow Truck 
& Coach for Exposition 
Grevhound. 


A beautiful curved Plexiglas 
railing was employed in the 
Cadillac-LaSalle display, New 
York Automobile Show, 1938. 





ROHM & HAAS 


222 West Washington Square, 


DETROIT REPRESENTATIVE. W. E. BIGGERS 
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Z, |Selt-Service Parts Display Helps Boost Sales 15% 
Broadened Uses for Nickel aler 


Alabama Dealer’s Turnover 
y| Are Pointed Out by Stanley one ours Car Sales || Averages 7 Times Annually 


SEATTLE.—S. L. Savidge 

Co. (Dodge-Plymouth) broke By Geo. H. Watson things to customers than what 
od NEW YORK.—New and ada,” he stated, “there have been into the news here with the Staff Correspondent they came in to buy.” 
er | broadened uses of nickel by the)no basic changes in the engineer- offer of a 30,000-mile guar- MONTGOMERY, Ala.—In an-| Morgan estimates that he gets 
il, | automotive industry are cited by | ing of passenger cars. Those which antee on new Dodge and other instance the open, self-serv-| a turnover in his department of 
C. Stanley, chairman and} ave occurred are directed toward Plymouth cars sold by the ice type of accessory and parts) six or eight times a year, and that 
;- | president of the International | + jing greater refinements in de-|| firm. The guarantee bears || display has proved its business-| includes the slow moving mer- 
n, Mickel So Ta. gga sign and the use of lower cost the conditions that the cars |/ getting value, this time in the case; chandise in the average. But this 
= mRevealed as featuring nickel’s| materials. This has taken the di- be lubricated at regular in- of Davis Motor Co. (Pontiac) | doesn’t come alone from merchan- 


1€ | gutomotive applications during the | rection of using lower alloy con- aye a —— : can aan aie a 
a several significant | taining steels and. f arts ps. This concern went in for Piggly . 

past year were a g and, for some p . ‘ tion is e,” Wi la thods A sort of perpetual inventory 
* ing ad vances resulting| even of eliminating the all i- The condt — ggly display methods early in 

engineerin. , en of e g the alloy addi L. Savi system, as recommended by the 
from new uses of nickel alloys in| ¢; says President 8S. avidge, 1937, getting away from the closed : 
d | foreign countries. In England, for ge “because we find that nearly stockroom type of storage and ae is used by Morgan. The 
x. | oxample, nickel provided the On the other hand, in England 75 percent of all car repairs bringing the merchandise out| Stock is arranged in bins as per 

































ist ing | and France, for example, the posi- are due to insufficient or front. Here it can be plainly seen his stock book, so as to simplify 
° yond Su SS net ee De tion of nickel-containing steels has faulty lubrication.” by all who enter the store, in- Se ae With book in hand 
i ny also solved the problem of a main agent -_ = oe mage Ren buyers as well as serv- aa wasn ah Ry... 
; de ’ rn contents are " ice cus b : 
> ion gly oy Other | being introduced to meet exacting Fisk Buys Plant “Was a result, sales for 1937 in| ‘He fifteenth of the month and 
of | engines, ts in th service requirements.” SPRINGFIELD, Mass.—The Fisk a » Sales 10r ‘1! counts a couple of bins daily. In 
'y | important developmen e use Rubber Co., together with Swedish in-|the parts and accessory depart- 


this way stock-taking does not be- 
come a burden, only a few min- 
utes daily being required and idle 
moments are utilized. Morgan 
added: 

“If a dealer’s volume will not 
stand more than a $2,500 stock 
and the manager of the parts and 
accessory department allows a 
$4,000 stock to accumulate, much 
of which is in slow moving items, 
then the turnover is sure to be 
adversely affected. I make every 
effort to build my stock behind 
the fast-moving items and, with a 
careful stock control system, I am 


at of nickel alloys in passenger car terests, has puchased a rubber factory | ment showed a 15 percent increase 
Fr ws kafors, . Th firm, to ; 

- | and truck design, both here and), Kor nevn. dutomotive, wortd, “reed Be slouor as ‘the Fisk Scandinavian |oVer the preceding year, although 

\- abroad, are listed. Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative|Corp., will manufacture automobile | general business over the country 

“In the United States and Can-' “Sparks” column. tires and mechanical rubber goods. was not as good. In addition J. W. 

eee ee 


Morgan, parts and accessories 

ae manager, won a free trip to the 

OD factory for being one of the best 

two managers in Pontiac’s Atlanta 

zone in a five-point contest. Man- 

agers were graded on the general 

appearance of their departments, 

on the neatness of themselves and 

assistants, on their displays, on 
: 8 : Fe ee ORE eae the arrangement of reserve stock 
: pe uae a in bins and on their stock control 





s lined L lio records. ; constantly aware of the best sell- 
loop housing compres- “First credit must be given to| ers and order accordingly.” 
“ sion molded from Seemed on the deperment” onid Old mobile N: 
Crystalite by the Insu- Morgan, who also showed a 15 smopile ames 
lation Mfg. Co. percent increase in 1938 over 1937 


and is expecting to win other 
prizes. “We are simply making use 
of the sales psychology which has 
already proved its worth in chain, 
grocery and hardware stores—that 
the more a customer sees the more 
he buys. Prior to the change we 
had our goods hidden back be- 
hind greasy looking counters. 

“Our displays tie in well with 
the new car showroom and with 


Woodmancy Mgr. 
Of Manufacturing 





LANSING.—Appointment of Sid- 
ney A. Woodmancy as manager of 
manufacturing is announced by C. 
L. McCuen, gen- 
eral manager of 
Oldsmobile. 

Woodmancy 
succeeds J. J. 
Carter, who has 
been granted a 
leave of absence 
because of ill 


things as seat covers, radios, mas- 
ter bumper guards, flashlights, 
polish or whatnot while they wait. 
If salesmen are busy, they go right 
ahead and sell themselves, some- 
times bring the item over to be 
wrapped, with the money. In other 
words, the displays are working 
all the time and they seem to be 
doing a mighty good selling job. 

“Of course, we don’t wait for 
the display to do the whole job. 
Having the merchandise out has 
helped our staff to suggest other 


Cadillac-LaSalle 
Promotes Three 


DETROIT.—Appointment of H. 


lexiglas and Crystalite will 
M. Woodward as used car field 
be on display at Booth 23, eupervieoe for all western, dist 


Washington, Charlotte and At- 
lanta territories, was announced 


ll al ] d e this a ee yok ne 
ager D. E. ens, Oo adillac- 
Book-Cadillac Hotel, during seer. 

Woodward, who entered the 
+ f ——- anaes in — — 
A Mm for the last 18 years been use 
th e S, e E. meetin o TO car manager for one of the large 
retail sales operations in Detroit. 
In his new capacity he will assist 
C. R. Kirkpatrick, Cadillac-LaSalle 
a n u a r t O e used car merchandising manager, 
9 working under the sales promo- 

tion department. 


In addition to the Woodward 
assignment, Ahrens named J. W. 
Eberts as eastern zone sales pro- 
motion manager and G. E. Mit- 
chell as western zone sales promo- 
tion manager. 


Picketing Is Clarified 


CHICAGO.—In a decision just 
handed down by a division of the Ap- 
ellate Court here, picketing of es- 
ablishments was declared illegal in 
the event that no employer-employe 
controversy exists. The court granted 
an injunction in the Swin case, 
waeren a meanty arlor oe to oan 
icketing o s store on e grounds a ac 2 
hat its’ workers, were not on strike A Word in Edgewise’. a eur fea- 
and had no grievances against the| ture by George M. Slocum, offers a 
management | unique viewpoint from the motor world 








S.A. 
Wwe 


health and who 
expects to return 
te special assign- 
ment work with 
General Motors 
cS eens. - Shae 
ea pe: ; Ca 

Carter had been we 

with Oldsmobile since 1925 with 
the exception of four years spent 
as manager of General Motors’ 
Opel plant in Germany. His asso- 
ciation with General Motors —- 
has extended over a period of 26 
years. 

The new manager of manufac- 
turing has a background of more 
than 20 years manufacturing ex- 
perience with General Motors. 
Woodmancy started his career 
in 1916 at the Chevrolet plant in 
Bay City, Mich., and progressed 
successively to the positions of 
foreman, superintendent and man- 
ager. He next spent three years as 
manager of the Chevrolet trans- 
mission plant at Toledo. For the 
last five years he has managed 
the Chevrolet gear and axle di- 
vision at Detroit. 


McManus Is Named 


CHICAGO.—With all or of eight 
states under his jurisdiction, William 
H. McManus has just been named 
sanieago district manager of the Gra- 
ham-Paige Motors Corp. His territory 
includes the upper Michigan peninsula, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, 
Missouri, Kentucky and Tennessee. 
McManus served as Chicago district 
manager for De Soto during the past 
two years, and for six years pee to 
that time he was Chicago ci zone 
manager and supervisor of sales de- 
velopment for Ford. 





ee. ™ + 








COMPANY, INC. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


1001 COVINGTON DRIVE, DETROIT 


[ 
*Trade Mark, Reg. U. S. Pat. Off. 
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Week’s Prod i Holds 8 d t 76.820 Unit 
96 - ©. 
AN’s Production Estimate "38 Total Output Passenger Car Registrations 
U. S. and Canada | Is Revised to | ELEVEN MONTHS FOR 1938, 1937 
oe . Nov. Nov. 1938 1937 Unit 
a iin 3 | 2,658,101 Units: Total Pos. 1938 Pos. 1937 Pos. Loss | <n 
an, | . 
Chevrolet 52,852 1 413,208 1 721,729 2 308,521 
Week Same Week Jan. to 1938 By Pete Wemhoff ais & thes , mse <n 
Ending Week Ended _ to Jan.8, Total Associate Editor Ford . 28,672 3 ) ' 301 i. 
Jan.7 1938* Dec.31* Date 1938* Revised | prpRorr—Although still handi-| Plymouth 32,687 2 251,636 3 439,502 3 187,866) jixans 
GEN. MOTORG.......... 30,990 19,398 31,349 30,990 19,398 1,103,978) .a5ned by holiday-curtailed oper-| Buick 19,385 4 147,934 4 190,098 6 42,164) _— 
Chevrolet} Oocccccccece 19,415 13,000 "sian greg “a mease| ations, car and truck Saas Dodge — 11,028 7 87,840 5 244,464 4 156,624 califor 
BRIO saterscivinetieveisive 3,900 3,072 045 3, J . for the current week nevertheless : — 
Oldsmobile. .............. 3,750 1,876 3,088 3,750 1,876 101,205 rose about 57| Pontiac ..... . 12,158 5 84,817 6 202,428 5 117,611] Cotora 
Pontiac 3,000 1,000 3,861 3,000 1,000 98,644; AN’s Production eters = Oldsmobile . 11,382 6 78,377 7 178,881 7 100,504 — 
Cee eee eeeeeeeseeeee , , , , ’ , . nn 
Cad.-LaSalle .......... 925 450 945 925 450 26,448 Estimate =o respond-| Packard | 4,857 9 44,953 8 90,373 8 — 45,420| “ne 
Ee 18,150 21,525 18,300 18,150 21,525  615,354| 105,00e— ing period of a| Chrysler 4345 11 39,732 9 86,051 9 46,319] pelaw 
I a li acd. 15,500 21,000 15,600 15,500 21,000  576,933| 199 9o9— os ago. sek’ s| Studebaker 5,077 8 37,113 10 66,541 13 29,428 — 
PEONEY,  sictsirinsicives ROTO —sceseres 2,100 2,050 _........ 18,583 sathi % esti- | Hudson ... 4,718 10 36,200 11 85,740 10 49,540 florid: 
Lin.-Zephyr ............ 600 525 600 600 oo eames mated at ae De Soto 3,257 13 30,431 12 70,445 11 40,014 mae 
CHRYSLER. ................ 18,670 1,900 16,990 18,670 1,90 ; units, compare 
Plymouth+ 10.200 + 8,950 10,200 $ 318,810 with 75,122 units Nash ..... 1,909 15 28,119 13 66,889 12 38,770 Fay 
Rie 5.975 $ 5,825 5,975 + 139,554 a week ago and Cad.-LaSalle 3,493 12 22,604 14 37,994 15 15,390 
BOOT, seestvarieeniscsiees , y y A 49,539 units in| ~~ s Se 
Chrysler... 1,380 1,200 1,225 1,380 1,200 48,403 the same week| Lincoln 1,455 16 15,084 15 23,225 16 8,141] iinoi 
SMI sitiiniescintleaedi 1,115 700 990 1,115 700 36,137 a year ago. Willys .. 805 17 11,895 16 49,455 14 37,560 ee 
1aI 
HUDSON o.......seessee00s 1,000 640 1,050 1,000 640 53,425 pl hc a te Graham 308 18 3,733 17 13,197 17 9,464) ™ 
PACKARD ................ £ 1,200 + + 1,200 52,076 ing on four-day | Mercury 2,317 14 2,317 18 ee ga” 
STUDEBAKER; ........ + + t t + 49,975 schedules this| Miscellaneous 148 2,284 3,044 760| __ 
I hitditaasaics, daicdiiatsan 1,500 648 1,425 1,500 648 44,620 eat itaee ———— cxensnememnnne cctiiinm_=s ae 
oO AL 200,853 1,664,051 3,304,131 640, 
WILLYS?# ..........0. £ + 178 + + 15,909 ice By ag TOT 1,640,080 
GRAHAM. ................... 170 228 170 170 228 4,060 ine the holida 
0 60 60 3,240 r ¥\have turned out 30,990 cars and 
» OO ves CD C=#sUvucuvonts ’ son, nex : ’ 
caren na > + * 80 +t 103 une produc- trucks as against 31,349 last week|] » Used Car Index 
MISCELL ANEOUS*.. 4.000 169.857 tion is expected | and 19,398 a year ago. Ford oper- The average used car prices, 
+.. 6,200 4,000 5,600 6,200 ,00 J to take a size-| ations oo . a on = taken from the weekly Used 
=a Mame the total for this wee eing|| Car Sell Prices c shows 
TOTALT......0...00........ 76,820 49,539 75,122 76,820 49,539 2,658,101 ce peter placed at 18,180 units compared!| the ican: hart, 
*Revised. {Includes trucks. tClosed. week. Opera-| With 15,600 last week and 21,525 a Low 
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° ° likely to reach} Chrysler divisions showed a|| Feb. Average 497 
e . . . . . 
Nov. Registrations Top 200,000; pre - holiday| slight gain this week, assemblying|| Mar. Average 494 
T k Ti l 1 & proportions for| 18,670 units as against 16,990 last|| Apr. Average 494 
23,943 rucKs itlec several weeks,| week and only 1,900 a year ago.|| May Average 487 
however, or until factories launch| Except for those closed down for|| June Average 478 
DETROIT.—Suddenly spurting ahead as the last state reported,| Preparations to meet the spring} inventories, all independent pro- —— oe 469 
registrations during November ran to 200,853 units, topping the pre-|Tetail demand. ducers held firm this week on as- oan eae 449 
vious November’s 196,469. It was the first 1938 month in which registra-| With the revision of year-end|S¢™bly operations. on pg 441 
tions exceeded the corresponding month of 1937, and outstripped pre-| estimates, Automotive News places} The miscellaneous group ac- No . ane aa 
dictions by 4,000 to 5,000 units. the total 1938 output at 2,658,101| counted for 6,200 cars and trucks|| \OV- /4verage oe 
: : . ca i this week. 
The increase from October (when 119,053 units were registered) | Cars and tacks, which compares . a 403 
to November amounted to 81,800 units this year, while in 1937, No- F 'th ’ "| G To feel the pulse of the industry. 401 
vember dropped 6,429 under October’s 202,898. or the current week, General} consistent reading of Automotive News 396 
Motors divisions are estimated to is a necessity. 
Total truck registrations Oh ae - : . <sieeaaanaabihanameeenee eee 
weer were S9, aiet New Co | Car Registrations by Months, 1938-1937 - 
in November, 1937, and 19,589 for ew mmerciai Uar egis rations y ontns, - 
October, 1938. | low 
Plant Activity ple | & : d 5 — 
Bantam............ steady; 60, four days MONTHS ° z é g olailt S| ¢ 5 B = a ele 3 MONTHS 
Buick..........steady; 3,900, four days § 8 3 § : 3 3 Sia = 3 E 2 § z 3 = § 5 New 
.Cad.-LaS.......steady; 925, four days q/ao/0 1/8 /8;/as;ae le lola] & = = Bl) el) alan|e| ele] & — 
Chevrolet..steady; 19,415, four days! january 3 K| 1 64] 10337] 353] = i 124, 9306, 1776 aR a | | 28) 160) 260) 181, 208) 32006138 Janae; Nort 
Chrysler....steady; 1,380, four days *37| 130] 102| 14364; 863) 80] 3764) 207| 16548] 2820 238 113] 6245) 389] 217] 354 92| 170 479] 125| 271} 47618 /°37 nite 
lt eae February a 95| 57| 9171) 352 a 2678} 109| 7859| 1426) 83 2 3846) 219 oo 185} 20) 146; 280; 143) 209) 27541738 =~ February} NOP 
De Soto......steady; 1,115, four days 37] 112] 115] 7943} 604) 94] 5048] 207| 16467] 3053] 362] 183/ 5259] 365) 715] 317} 101| 223 3671 57| 251} 41843 }’37 y 
Dodge........ steady; 5,975, four days| March °38] 110) 86) 12598) 395; 83) 3752) 138) 10175| 2010; 79; 40) 5382| 357) 798] 291; 32] 163) 348| 178) 240) 37255)/’38 
Ford aio a 15.500 heen: diane 37} 179 140| 17183] 847 6499} 240! 20838] 4199} 546)  89| 5820} 479] 1138} 497) 149| 476] 566) 76] 340 e001 yas arch | Ohh 
y; 15,500, ina °° °°  ° °4z4+ 9 He 127| 12064 = 7 = 136| 9597) 1982 a 1) ae 371| 777 = 43| 189] 326) 176) 212) 35722738, == ap | sr 
Graham........ steady; 170, three days *37| 228) 184) 22679| $16/ 116] 4084; 258] 22887) 4815] 516] 157/ 6890] 594) 1203] 392/ 121] 725| 662| 107) 298] 67832)°37 pr OkI: 
, May ’38| 193] 159] 10659} 360) 150) 3171; 93| 8918| 1810| 68) 44) 4278| 382| 662| 287| 45) 221| 323); 168) 215) 32206/'38 
Hudson.......drop; 1,000, three days)" __"31_ 197) 183) 20146) _816|_178) 5893|_294] 19684] 4416) 4501 110] 7071] _570| 1447| 4111 120) Tol|_673|_-77|_200) 63074/37_ ma 
Hupmobile....resume; 80, four days! jane 38) 236| 116] 10041; 339) Za 3095| 96) 8505] 1761) 67) 38) 4138 = 695) 223] 38] 158| 276) 197) 191] 30654)38 Jane 
Lincoln..........steady; 600, four days ~~ °37{ 199] 139| 17177| 685} 113] 6191 17760| 4146} 565i 157] 6925) 540] 1696 454) 94) 651; §521/ 305] 58626]’37 — 
a steady; 1,500, four days| July *38| 129| 99) 11226] 382| 177] 3236] 117) 9425| 1675] 67| 39) 4782| 347; 660; 264) 36] 115) 298) 182) 219) 33475/'38 July Pen 
RN cccisncsagas acid rise; 3,750, four days *37] 281) 152| 17809] 764| 63) 6508] 225| 18934| 4237| 579) 127| 7589] 622/ 1715} 480] 107] 622) 540| 99) 61686 |’37 eas 
me ains closed currently | 4usust 38] 88] 111] 11268) 397] 96] 3286] 125] 9471/1909] 61] 39) 5361) 370| 593] 231) 28) 209) 250) 158) 180) 34231/°38 Saas 
eee. oie oe 200, four a seiem Le = 1344 19477| 665] 115] 6906] 161) 16526] 4529| 539] 99| 7700| 430| 1664| 337) 931 S86\ 421) ios) fas 6087237 ae) 
aa . oo eptember | 123) 6577; 318] 88] 2285| 135) 8296| 1513| 28;  34| 5296| 353| 391) 252)  30| i67| 269) 143) 143) 26570138 ane 
Pontiac........drop; ae oe 37] 184! oat 16703 649} 109| 6521| 131| 16292) 3602| 412! 112| 6639] 413] 1440) 268) 76| 385| 306 75! 2401 54711|'37 September | sey 
Studebaker............ still closed down October 738 135] 135| 3828] 419] 76] 1564| 100| 4966] 1306| _26| 26, 5104, 512) 306, 285| 45, 162; 291, 140 163] 19589/'38 October | — 
WIILYS.............0eseereees closes for week 37 195] 129| 10745| 486] 98] 5142) 166) 10277| 3238] 267/ 91) 6522) 436| 984) 283) 79] 265) 569] 55] 219] 40246{°37 Sou 
“ ss 
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9 ‘or 
ex 
CHRYSLER GENERAL MOTORS FORD NON-AFFILIATED 
2 Uta! 
MONTHS : s § s 
3 s s a . ed ‘i 9 3 a MONTHS Ver 
3 
* = 5 st 5 321s i 2 | g 5 > ; aa 
a s 2 n s = & rc} 3 ” 2 7s = ~ aa 
xo 3 = a ei ke 6 0 & 3 2 s = = a RO Vir 
3897] 2848; 7851| 17560 Sise 11561 aa ri 5 S = 5 aoi oe * & . : ot 
38 34368) 1082; 6758; 7229) 61545]%6289; 1742) 38031 548; 2907; 2824) ; 366 > — 
uar ] | | 2907| 4; 3467, 2697, 1366) 191) 14 
— 31 | 6544| 5075| 21972] 43438] 77029] 15207| 1150] 56130] 2224| 15198| 16191|106100|67188| 1773| 68961| 968] 8548] 4583| 6559| 4923) 2573, 441) seeasshas January | 
February *38| 3129) 2241/ 6677) 14501) 26548) 9250| 807| 29698; 812; 5843|  6161| 52571127783, 1270| 29053] _366| 2884| 2117| 3262| 2374, 1052; 178) 120405)38 ‘February 
"32 |_ 5821) 4037) 20086] 30611 71325| 6122| 565) 29661| 884) 6792| 8735] 527591616321 1700| 63532 901| 7390] 4210| 6586] 4704 3339| 301) 215049°37 = We 
Saceb "38| 4670) 3847| 10568) 23823) 42908] 15246; 1051| 46285, 1217| 9190| 9857| 82846|36287| 1634| 37921] 483) 4236) 3200| 4799) 3281| 12 , — "Mar 
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STATES 


Alabama 





Arizona 

Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 
Louisiana 

Maine 
Massachusetts 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Mississippi 
Minnesota 
Missouri 

Montana 
Nebraska 

Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
‘Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 


Wyoming 


Dist. of Columbia 


Total, All States 
a _ for November 


Total 
to Date 


Best Heater Sales 
Shown During °38 
by Stewart-Warner 





CHICAGO.—“Increases in sales 
during the last quarter of 1938, 
and indications that better busi. 
ness conditions will continue dur. 
ing 1939, causes us to view the 
possibilities of the new year with 
optimism,” declares J. E. Otis, jr., 
president of Stewart-Warner Corp. 

“Our automobile parts business 
is at a high level; we had our big- 
gest year on automobile heaters, 
and radio sales are ahead of 1937, 

“Next year’s production and ad- 
vertising schedules for practically 
all lines are larger than for 1938, 3 
Otis said. 


UCC Employes 
To Get Bonuses 


DETROIT.—Universal Credit 
Co., through its president, Ernest 
Kanzler, has announced payment 
of extra compensation awards to 
employes. This is the third con- 
secutive year that such extra 
compensation awards have been 
made to employes. 

Employes in 122 offices in all 
sections of the country will par- 
ticipate. Through 1938 Universal 
has maintained operations in all 
of its offices, and has opened 
several additional offices to serve 





Ford dealers and their customers 
more efficiently 

Kanzler said, ““We look forward 
to substantial improvement in 
business generally in 1939. Uni- 
versal Credit Co.’s volume of re- 
tail business in November showed 
an increase of 51 percent over 
October this year, and 12 percent 
over November of last year.” 


Stacy Resigns 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass. — Harry W. 
Stacy, for the past 20 years soccetans 
and show manager of road — 
Automotive Dealers has 
signed to devote all his "tine to his 
exhibition business. He staged the first 
Springfield automobile show in 1915 
and became secretary and show man- 
ager of the SADA when the group 
was organized three years later. 


a Sunday Closing 


CHESTER, N. H. (UTPS).—A 

petition has been submitted to the 

oard of mayor and aldermen, asking 

assage of an ordinance to close all of 

anchester’s retail automobile sales- 

rooms for both new and used cars, as 
well as used car lots, on Sundays. 


Hliche Lpram 259A 
NEW ALLOYS 


WILCOX-RICH HAS 5 WITH NI. 


Sometime ago we mentioned 
the development of a group of 
notable alloys by Wilcox-Rich, 
Division of Eaton Mfg. Co. Since 
then, these alloys have found wide 
application in solving problems 
demanding materials of a special 
nature. Among the current auto- 
motive applications are: cylinder 
liners, draw dies, valve seat in- 
serts, sleeves, grinding wheel 
molds, and machine tool elements. 
Of the five new alloys, three are 
proprietary materials containing 

Nickel. Xaloy is a Nickel iron of 
great hardness and resistance to 
wear. Xaloy cannot be softened 
by heat treatment. Wilrich 301 
is a high Nickel-chromium alloy 
providing unusual resistance to 
corrosion, yet possessing good 
machinability. Wilrich 350 is a 
Nickel-chromium-copper allo y, 
highly corrosion resistant. Each of 
these materials has its own place in 
motor car design. All possess the 
unique property of homogeneous 
bonding between alloy and base 
material to which 
it is applied. 


THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
NICKEL COMPANY 
INC. New York, N.Y. 
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1939 Delivered 
Price List 


Foll is a list of new passenger car 
delivered prices for 1939 at point of manu- 
i irant tate tantand oan 

5 le equip- 

om and federal taxes. Willys prices do 


BANTAM—Cpe., $399; spec. rdstr., $440; 
gand. rdstr., $479; deluxe rdstr.. $525; 
pass. speedster, $497.50; deluxe speedster, 
gus; station wagon, $565. 


BUICK, Series 40 — Bus. cpe., $894; sport 
cpe., 9960; 2-dr. tour. sed., $055; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., 9996; conv. cpe., $1, ; sport 
90—4-dr. tour. R 


trunk, same; formal sed., $1,758; sport 
phae., $1,406. Series 6e—2-dr. tour. sed., 
92,074; 6-pass. tour. sed., $2,350; ° 
$2,453. 


CADILLAC, Series 39-61—Cpe., $1.610; 
tour. sed., $1,680; conv. cpe., $1,770; 5-pass. 
conv. sed., $2,170. Sixty Special—Tour. sed., 
42,000. Serles 39-75, Fleetwood — 5-pass. 
tour. sed., $2,905; 7-pass. tour. sed., §3,- 
20; 2-pass. cpe., $3,280; 5-pass. cpe., $3,- 
390; 5-pass. town sed., $3.635; 2-pass. conv. 
cpe., $3,380; S-pass, conv. sed., $3,945; &- 
pass. tour. sed., $3,105. Series 39-90 Six- 
teen—$5,140 up. 

GHEVROLET, Master 85—Bus. cpe., $628; 
coach, $648; cpe. pickup, $669; town sed., 
yoo; sed., $689; spt. sed., $710. Master 


CHRYSLER, Royal—Cpe., $918; Vict. cpe., 
; 4dr. sed., $1,010; 2-dr. sed., $975; 
Royal Windsor, $1,075. Imperial—cpe., $1,- 
123; vict. cpe., $1,160; 4-dr. sed., $1,198; 
2-dr. New Yorker, $1,298; 


a-dr. sed., $865; 4-dr. sed., $855; deluxe 

4dr. sed., $905; 7-pass, sed., $1,005. 

FORD, 60 h.p.—Coupe, $580; tudor, $620; 
$065. 85 h.p.—Coupe, $620; tudor. 


sed., $940; 4-dr. sed., $965. N.B.—Super- 
charger equipment group, $130; custom 
equipment group, $130; either or both of 
equipment groups may be added to above. 
HUDSON, 112 Deluxe Series—Util. coach, 
$750; 


! 
s 
3 
3 
g 
$ 
A 


a ; tour. i. 
$898; conv. cpe., $972; conv. brough., $1,032. 
Country Club Six Series—3-pass. cpe., $919; 
tour. brough., $960; Vict. cpe., $967; tour. 


Big-Boy Series—Tour. sed., $884. 
HUPMOBILE, Six— Skylark 4-dr. sed., 
$895; Senior 4-dr. sed., $995; Senior custom 
4-dr. sed., $1,095. Senior 8—Deluxe 4-dr. 
sed., $1,145; custom 4-dr. sed., $1,245. 
LASALLE, V-8 Series 39-50—2-pass. cpe., 
$1,240; 5-pass. tour. cpe., $1,280; 5-pass. 
tour. sed., $1,320; 2-pass. conv. cpe., $1,- 
395; S-pass. conv. cpe., $1,800. 
LINCOLN-ZEPHYR —Cpe., $1,320; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,330; 4-dr. sed., $1,360; conv. cpe., 
$1,700; conv. sed., $1,790. Custom —Cpe., 
$1,450; cpe.-sed.. $1,480; 4-dr. sed., $1,510; 
town lim., $1,700. 

NASH, special Nash LaFayette series— 
bus. cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., $810; 4-dr. sed., 
00; 4-dr. sed. 


$85. Ambassador Eight series—all-purpose 
cpe., $1.120; Vict. sed., $1,205; bus. cpe., 
$1,175; 4-dr. sed., $1,235; 4-dr. sed. w. t., 
$1,235. 

OLDSMOBILE, Series 60—Bus. cpe., $777: 
club cpe., $833; 2-dr. sed., $838; 4-dr. sed., 
$889. Series 70—Bus. cpe., $840; club cpe., 
$891; 2-dr, sed., $001; 4-dr. sed., $952. Series 
%—Bus. cpe., $920; club cpe., $971; 2-dr. 
sed., $992; 4-dr. sed., $1,043. 

PACKARD. Six—Bus, cpe., $1,000; club 
Cpe., $1,045; conv. cpe., $1,195; 2-dr. tour. 
sed., $1,065; 4-dr. tour. sed., $1,095. One- 
Twenty—Bus. cpe., $1,200; club cpe., $1,- 
45; conv. cpe., $1,390; conv. sed., $1,700; 
2-dr. tour. sed., $1,265; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,295; Limousine, $1,955. Super Eight— 
Club cpe., $1,955; conv. cpe., $2,180; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $2,085; conv. sed.. $2,435; limou- 
sine, $2,600. Twelve —Cpe., $4,140; conv. 
che., $4,375; club sed., $4,255; formal sed., 

; 4-dr. tour. sed., $4,155; Victoria, $5,- 
230; limousine, $4,690. 


PLYMOUTH, Roadking Line—Cpe., $645; 
2-dr., $685; 2-dr. tour. sed. with trunk, 
$699; 4-dr., $726; 4-dr. tour. sed. with 
trunk, $740. Deluxe—Cpe., $725; cpe. with 
T.8., $755; 2-dr. sed., $761; 2-dr. tour., $775; 
&-dr., $701; 4-dr. tour., $805. 


PONTIAC, Quality Six—Cpe., $758; spt. 
Che., $809; 2-dr. tour. sed., $820; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $866. Deluxe Six—Cpe., $814; spt. 
cpe., $865; 2-dr, tour. sed., $871; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $922; conv. cpe., $993. Deluxe 
Eight—Cpe., $362; spt. cpe., $913; 2-dr. 
tour. sed.. $919; 4-dr. tour, sed., $970; conv. 
Che., $1,046. 

STUDEBAKER, State Commander — 3- 
pass. bus. cpe., $875; 3-pass. custom cpe., 
$900; club sed., $955; cruis. sed., $965. 
State President—3-pass. cust. cpe., $1,085; 
club sed., $1,100; cruis. sed., $1,110; conv. 
sed., $1,460, 


WILLYS—oOverland Speedway: cpe., $560; 
2-dr. sed., $580; 4-dr. sed., $595. Overland 
deluxe: cpe., $610; 2-dr. sed., $630; 4-dr. 
Sed., $655. Willys 48: cpe., $495; 2-dr. sed., 
$835; 4-dr. sed., $555. 



























EE, 
Actual top and bottom Prices on 1 

and 1937 Used Cars, as advertisea i Sent 
uewspapers of current week. SEDAN Prices 
only reed in this comparison. Newspapers ce- 
Operating include: Boston Globe: New York 
Times, Journa’ ~ American, World - Telegram; 





Atlanta Georgian-American; Pittebergh Press; 


Cleveland Plain Dealer; Detroit News; St. 
Louis Globe-Democrat; Cincinnati Post; Den- 
ver Post; Minneapolis Journal; Les Angeles 
Daily News, Examiner; Seattle Times. 


Used Car Selling Prices 


As Advertised Week Ending Dec. 24, 1938 








MAKE 
N.Y. Atlanta Pittsbrg. Cleveland Detroit Cinti. Minn. 
Buick “40” 


thet Ca misnsenmnreeemmseseseereserecrereenemeneeneesieel erence apenmeecehennieneneneiieieianemnieeeeaaeeamenmmatmmmanttie 
’37| $625-$645|$695 |$645 |$595-$650|$500-$695|$525-$625 | $545-$645 |$645-$675 |$645-$665 |$645-$685 |$625-$7 15|$695-$7 45 |$608-SE80 
"36] 465 | 525 | 495 | 450 | 375— 525] 375 | 445— 495| 545 | 497 | 525 | 495 | 595 | 443— 530 
ee ee ee eee 


| 345— 375] 295— 345) | | 385 I | | 


Boston St.Louis Denver L.A. Seattle Nat. Av. 


9 RR 
Buick “50-60 37] 685 | 695— 765) | | 625~ 695| 645 { | | | 745 | | 
a) | | | 495 | 465-495, 445 ~*«| | | | | | | 455— 518 


Chevrolet Master 37] 365 | 375— 385] 375- 395] 335- 365! 345 375- 395] | | 445 | 425- 445) | 370- 405 
*36] | | 325 | 185— 275] 265—- 295, | 285-325) | | 325-345, | | 265= 313 

eee 
Chevrolet Master Deluxe 37] 445- 475] 445 | 445- 465| 425- 445] 425- 495] 395- 425] 445- 495] 495 | 475 | 475— 525] 495- 545] 565 | 447— 493 

6] 375 | 395 325- 365] 295— 350] 375—- 429] 295- 325| 345- 365| 395- 425] 385 | 375— 425] 375- 425) 

*35| 265 | | 275 | 255— 295| 245- 295] 195— 265| 295 | | | 345 | 325 | | 247— 303 

Chrysler Six 37] 565- 610| 575— 610| 625 | 495- 525] 475- 595! 495— 565| 475- 545| 625 | 575 | 565- 625| 575- 625| 695- 765| 549- 610 
36] 385 | | 475 | 395— 475) | | 445 | | 425— 445] 475 | 495 | | 425- 472 

315 325 | 375 325 | 325 345- 365 328— 355 

Chrysler Eight 37] 645 | | | | 645- 675) | | | | | | | 645— 675 
"36| | 495 | | 395 | | | | | | | 395— 495 


35 | l | | | | | 
De Soto 37) 595 | 445- 550] 545- 595) 425- 490| 445- 645| 475- 525| 465- 495| 575- 610) 


"35 | 325 | 275 | 310— 325) | 365 292— 338 
"37| 545-595] 425- 535| 545- 595] 475- 495| 395- 575] 445- 525| 447- 550| 565- 615] 495- 545| 575- 625] 525- 625| 595- 645] 503- 576 


36] 395— 475| 395- 450) 395— 425| 345- 395| 295- 445] 365 |_365— 400] 425 | 445 | 425 | 425 | 445— 475] 385— 440 


Dodge 


"35] 335 | 325—- 345] 245- 295] 265- 335] 225- 275| 265- 325 | | 325~ 345] 395 | | 284— 330 
Ford Standard °37| 375- 395] 385- 395] 365- 395| 295- 395| 275— 395| 295- 325] 345— 365| | 395 | 395— 425| 445 | 425— 445| 355- 398 
"36 | 245— 295] 325 | 225 215- 345] 195 245- 325] | | | 325- 375] 242- 333 
35) 195 | 225 | 225 | 159 | 145— 245] 265 | 181- 245 
Ford Deluxe 37] 445- 485| 465- 495| 475 | 425— 435] 395~ 425] 425 | 395— 445| 495 | 475 | 465- 525] 465- 525| 495~ 545] 445~ 485 
36] 345 | | 325— 365] 265— 325| 235- 350] 235- 295) 345- 395| 345- 395] | 425 | 375— 425| 445 | 309- 380 
"35] 265 | 265 | | 195— 225| 165— 245| 175 225- 265| 265- 325 | 315 | 325 | 222— 284 
Graham 37) 425 | 375 | | 365 | | | | | | | 625 | 645 | 388- 635 
"36 | 345 | 275— 295| 375 | 245 | | | | | | 260— 332 
"35 | 275 | 195— 255] 247 | | | | 221- 265 
Hudson Six "37 | 495 | 495 | 565~ 595] | | | 595 | | 625 | 518- 605 


| 
"36] 435 | | | 345— 389) | | | | | |, 395 | 370— 421 
197- 


| | 
Hudson Eight 37) 695 | 625 | | | | | | | 645 | 695 
36] | | | | | \ | | | | | 
"35] | | | | | | | | | 385 | | | 385 
Hudson Terraplane 37] 545 | | 445 | 445 | 435— 465) | | 495- 545| 495 | 525 | 525— 545] | 470- 320 
36] 345- 365) | 225— 295| 295- 365) | | 395 | | 445 | 425 | 425 | 315- 386 
"35 | | | 175— 225] 235 ! | | 225 | | 175- 230 
LaSalle 37] 745 | 795 | 765— 795| 745- 750) 695 | 645— 695| 645 | 775— 825| 795 | 845 | 795 | | 716— 787 
36) 595 | 455 | 675 | | | 395- 485) | | 545 | | | 465— 585 


| 375 345 | | | 
| 685— 695| 575- 645| 545- 675| 695 | 695- 745) 725- 745) 
| 495 | | 425 | | l | 595 | | 
| ! | | | ! | 
| 475 | 475—- 545) | | | 565 | 595 | 
| | | | 425 | | 


35] | | | | 
"37|_ 725 | 650— 695) 725 
"36] 545-565! 485- 545) 

"35 ! 


| 
Nash-LaFayette 37] | | 
| 
! 


Lincoln-Zephyr 


36] 325- 365) 


485 


| 
| 495— 575) | | 595- 625) 
| 


| 475 | | 300- 405 
| | 345 ! 
| 495- 565] 625 | 565- 625| 625- 645| 543— 590 


: | 
l 
37) 545 ! | | 
"36] 345- 365) | | 265~ 375] 280 | 
"35 l | 175- 295] | 
37] 545- 615| 515- 585| 565- 585] 495- 580| 525- 625| 495- 565| 525- 565| 625 
"36 475 | 445 | 445 | 375— 445| 385- 475] 345- 395| 325- 395| 445- 475| 445 | 445- 475| 445- 475] 475 | 406- 453 
"35) 375 | 325 | 325 | 295- 325| 295- 315] 165- 245! 325 | 345 l | 375 | 345~ 375) 445 
37] 625 | 625- 685| 625 | 645 | | ! |.665 | 
"36) 525 | 435— 495) 495 | 465- 495) | ! | { | 
"35| 395 ! ! l ! ! | 345 | 
37) 525- 545| 515- 525| 585 | 445- 545] 395- 590| 445- 525| 445- 545! 545 | 495~ 545! 565- 625| 525- 625! 595- 625| 496~ 571 


| 
| 
| 
Olds Six 


Olds Eight 


Pontiac Six 


351 
—<$—$—$_———————————— | «ae, 2951 2792 345|—S~:=“‘~‘C:«‘ ;]~7C7« KT”*S*<CS«~SSté‘(i=itisi‘C;CUWCO:C(‘(CSs,Wsé#+«diS«Qos”»s»e” |: 08. 4451 aoa”~SC<‘| ee” 
| 325 | 249- 295| 279- 345 297 | | 325 | 325- 345| 325 | 295- 330 


°37| 295- 335! 
36] | | 245 | 
35) 


36] 445 | 369- 495| 395 | 325- 375| 345- 445] 325 | 345- 400! 375 | 1475s} 465 | 485 | 354— 448 
35] 375 | 325 | 225- 295) 275 | | 245— 345) 285- 225) | 345- 385) 265 | 445 | 284— 362 
Pontiac Eight 37] 595- 625] 545 | 625 | | 475- 565) | | ! | | | | 538— 604 
*36) | | 445 ! ! | | | | 465 | | | | 445- 465 
"35| | | | | | | | | ! | | | 
Packard 120 37) 695 | 625- 675] 695 | 675- 735| 595- 695] 595- 695! |. 695- 745| 675 | 665- 745| 665- 725) | 648- 712 
36] 495 | | 525 | 395— 495] 425- 495| 445- 465! 445 | 595 | 495 | 575 | 575 | 625 | 460- 547 
35] 425 | | 425 | 345- 395] 295 | 345 | 375 | | 395 | 425- 445! 425 | | 363- 423 
Plymouth 371 | 375— 425) 445 | 385- 395] 395 | | | | | | | | 385- 422 
"36] { | 325 | 275- 295! 315 | ! | | | | | | 275~ 312 
—$§§€NO2.-—-2-,.__35] 245-2951 1 205 | 195 2n9) 265 2a 2080 
36] 345— 435) | 375 | 335- 345| 345- 395] 355 | 345- 395! 445 | 395 | 375— 425| 375- 425| 495 | 360- 420 
"35|_ 295-345) | 315 | 225— 265| 295- 325] 195- 245| 250— 295! 295- 345! | 325~ 345] 345 | | 276— 320 
Studebaker Dictator 37) 525— 575! | 585— 610) 475- 495| 450- 545) | 495— 595| | 625 | 625 | 645 | 526— 584 
"36| 425 | | | 315- 375) ! | 385— 485! 475 ! | | 465 | 595 | 375- 480 
AACN I ie Se eee 
eceeniatceniacmmanen nT 
a. ee re ee ee ee ee ee eee 
36] 425 ! | | | | | | | | | | | 425 
LL Rs eee 
| | | 
Te cane aemenietan nae aaa TET ae he Se ee ee 
| 


| 195— 228 
| 
National Average, All Makes, $396-$460 


| 195 | | 245 | | 


Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of metropolitan newspapers nationally, are compiled ex- 

clusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time anywhere that bona fide top and bottom 

prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market and the resulting national index 
Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during the period covered. 
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Congress Believed Key to Prolonged Recovery 


Friendliness to Business 





Automotive News 


th Dimension 


Hailed by Wall Streeters 











Price Averages 
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The News of Automotive Advertising 








Last This Year 
Special to Automotive News been reversed? In the view of Week Week Change Aso 
NEW YORK.—The past week) Wall Street, the answer to these | 24 motors - 33.82 34.03 +0. 
has been one of appraisal of the| questions appears to lie chiefly in 4 aa aa nas ie coae Ey Pete Wembhofi 
outlook for 1939 in the view of|what develops during the session| “| P°C\pers 2976 3018 4.042 1853] ps tinuation of contacts for Southern | @™¢ 
what occured in 1938. As the old|of congress now getting under] *‘°™UPPers Sh NN Biggest ‘ Agriculturist in the Michigan. | ®Y.‘ 
year was put away in moth balls,| way. There is no abatement in the | ————————————_ Prompted by sales oe ie Ohio district. His headquarters re. | ‘xin 
there was mixed feeling. After all,| interest with which the Street ° 16 October oe i a pd main at 2-123 General Motors | I be 
the year hadn’t been so bad. watches developments in the na- P lan Trailer City what now promises to be an building, Detroit. have 
Although 1938’s total business] tional capital. re soeine an. rian practi 
volume had fallen far below that| Strong natural forces are at} Ag Sjde Feature tor ( ecManus, John & Adams) | 75 sep oad | 
of 1937, there had been one dis-| work to bring about a prolonged ; 5 acl i. - ' enn i po a February Sethe thay, an-vin with te. one © 
tinct and favorable difference aoe aoa that will restore p will Of Wor Id s Fair seb the time of announcing new |troit office of Curtis Pub. Co., ° . 
pete ogee “tthe fact SS ae aa 8 teat Oe Fk, fe models and holding auto shows | joins Progressive Farmer & South- Poa 
a ns ee tee a : : si 1.500.000 | Was moved ahead to October and|/ern Ruralist as asst. admanager, | .. 
that 1938 saw a reversal of the] fluence, it is said, will denend on NEW YORK—A $1,500, November, according to F. A. Harold Middleton returns i, tion 8 
downtrend in business into an up-|the attitude of Washington to| Trailer Town, the largest in the Berend manager ; Lee “Anderson agency, Detroit, as tor in 
turn) that made the 1939 New| business. One of the things con-| United States, is planned on a 9U- “Not’ since on last time auto-lasst. to Fred Barrett, an a the § 
Year more cheerful than the start} tributing to the cheerfulness with| acre tract in the Throggs Neck mobile shows were held in Janu-|rector. . . . Chicago ad staf of | #62 
of 1938. which Wall Street hailed the new section of the Bronx, = — ary five years ago has Pontiac|Time is taken by Sturgis Welles, and t 
What will the next New Year|/year was the will, 1 Ro = = 5 Waukee Tele tewtnie it is scheduled as comprehensive and]... Satureve Post moves to Tues- ca 
ike? Wi i a ee . inclusive an advertising program | day circulation. | 
be like? Will the trend again have business. Te ae ee "ls Gnas puma as the one that starts off this new front 
° No one expects repeal of laws| who hea e year,” according to Berend. . passe 
Hope Increasing already on the books, although} the project. ; 4 Newspapers will carry the yo initia ai eral | 
2 + there is substantial expectation Designed to provide parking an bulk of the schedule, with three ce ee oe Motiv 
For Alleviation of that some of the new legislation, | service facilities for 1,200 trailers a] gizeg of copy up to 48 inches | lic re tll 
such as the Wagner Act, will be| day, Trailer Town has been laid] pynning in 1,500 papers in over ad in her or ioe Sena, — The 
Motor Sales Taxes |overnauted somewhat. The chief| out as a modern townsite from de-| 1,999 cities. Price will be the |been retained by udebaker | 4. ih 
source of encouragement is the| signs by Ely Jacques Kahn, whose} central theme of this campaign. rp. lic re 
. growing belief that the new con-| plans provide for meeting the resi- Fourteen Pontiac advertise- oe the p! 
NEW YORK.—Hope for allevia-| gress will be less disposed than = — of a city of ments are due to appear | in New Labor Bill wal, 
tion of taxation impediments to|any congress of recent years to] 5, people. — ewsweek, er fam 
the sale of automobiles, parts and| place on the statute books further] The land, liberally wooded and} Evening Post and Time during Is Studied by Chief 
equipment is seen in the scheduled] restrictive measures. provided with natural drainage} January and February. Ads ig : et. 
expiration during 1939 of sales} As previously pointed out, there] advantages, is on high ground| carry two-color poster treat- N J Fe deration ome. 
taxes in five states, Alabama,|jis general conviction that 1939] which lends itself to the proposed} ment. Among the artists whose ° se 
Arkansas, Missouri, North Caro-| business volume will exceed that] improvement. } a Pug oo. coe acer US 
lina and North Dakota. Munici-|of 1938. But more important is| The old Hupfel Mansion, built — > =. . ene couna TRENTON, N. J.—A proposed | — 
pally imposed levies on retail) whether the almost certain gains] 100 years ago on the site, will be Th oa a sineaiions cia atation | State labor bill designed to elim- In 
business also may be lifted by|of the first half will be carried] retained as an administration P inate “objectionable features” of 


some cities during the coming 
year, including the New York City 
sales tax. 

Mere expiration dates, of course, 
offer no definite assurance the 
taxes will not be continued, but 








through to the end of the year. 
Rather large increases are ex- 
pected for the first half, and it 
would be possible for the last half 
of 1939 to drop below 1938 and 
still have the year as a whole 































building, library and travel in- 
formation bureau after extensive 
alterations are completed. This 
building will be one of the fea- 
tures of the proposed model busi- 
ness district which will be con- 































wagon will be featured in a list of 
class publications including For- 
tune, Esquire, Spur, Country Life, 
Town and Country, Stage and The 
New Yorker. 

“A twenty-four sheet poster, 





both the National Labor Relations 
Act and a controversial labor pro- 
posal which was defeated by the 
Legislature here last spring has 
been drafted in outline form by 
the executive committee of the 


executed by George Petty, will ap- | 
there are reported indications the] establish a net gain over 1938.| structed to cater to all the de- Seat a sogcuninantde S000 letate federation ef labor, accoré- — 
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indefinite period, but their num-| qividend payments this year will| Will grace a Soe ‘a i a Harland G. Walter is named | felations court to supervise collec- | Ac: 
eee oe Tea ed ya Tepeal. _|run ahead of 1938, but here again] Towns MEO S"Grug store, food|manager of the Detroit office of | tive bargaining, would be submit- | gener 
Contrasted with these tax re-|the trend of the last half will be a : ial ‘oy dual  wahaieen Southern Agriculturist. Walter was ted for consideration to the nine- | Moto 
duction hopes, however, is the pos-| important in determining the atti-| @™*e!, ‘aver, jor. barber | formerly connected with Camp-|member New Jersey commission | lative 
sibility that, with 44 state legis-|tude of stockholders towards|/ishment, beauty parlor, barber} Me yg Co, and MacManus, | which is now studying labor legis- | who 
latures due to convene in 1939,|the spending of dividends they|SH0P and other retail establish-|bell"Ewald, Co. | ’ | lation in an endeavor to bring both | confe 
other states may turn to sales ae ee ee Y| ments designed to meet commun- gt sane in for a con- |labor and employer interests into | conc« 
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R. G. Marshall, who will head 
the Bantam Export division, was 
formerly associated with Hupp 
Motor Car Co. and the American 
Steel Export Co. and has been en- 
gaged in the export of automobiles 
for 17 years. 


increased activity in the domestic 
market, automotive exports for No- 
vember attained a valuation of 
$26,229,464, an advance of 43 per- 
cent over the figure for the pre- 
ceding month and the highest total 
recorded since April, according to 
the U. S. department of commerce. 


Passenger car export shipments 
were practically double the Octo- 
ber total, with 20,079 units valued 
at $11,829,772 as against 10,822 
units valued at $6,712,801, while 
foreign demand for trucks moved 
upward from 6,081 units valued at 
$4,075,491 to 8,856 units having a 
valuation of $4,597,747. Exports of 
miscellaneous automotive products 
were valued at $9,801,945 as com- 
pared with $7,531,090 in October. 
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Hayes Body Planning 
129,767 Stock Issue 


GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.—The 
Hayes Body Corp. has registered 
a proposed issue of 129,767 shares 
of its common stock for the pur- 
pose of meeting debt and raising 
$553,364 additional working capi- 
tal. 

Of the total issue, 100,000 shares 
would be sold at the market and 
29,767 shares would be optioned to 
the underwriter, A. W. Porter, Inc., 
for resale at the market. 
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De Witt, 
Theodore President 


R. F. Marsh, Vice- 


The truck section of Automotive 
News is the only publication edited 
entirely for the truck, trailer and 
truck equipment dealer. 





22-June 8—World Automotive Engineers 


12-21—London. 


25-Nov. 11 — Milan, 


10-18—Glasgow. Automobile show. 


tenance Industries Show. 


APRIL 


1- 8—Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Automo- 
bile salon. 

3- 5—New York. Metropolitan Auto- 
motive Maintenance Show. 

13-14—Cleveland. American Petroleum 
Assn. semi-annual meeting. 


17-19—San Francisco. National Auto- 
mobile Dealers Assn. annual meet- 
ing. 


MAY 


Congress (SAE)—New York, May 
22-26; Indianapolis, May 30; De— 
troit, May 31-June 2; San Fran- 
cisco, June 6-8. 
JUNE 

5- 6—Buck Hill Falls, Pa. Pennsyl- 

vania Automotive Assn. Meeting. 
OCTOBER 


International automo- 
bile show. 


Italy. Automobile 


NOVEMBER 
2-11—London. Commercial car show. 


salon. 





SEATTLE—The Pacific Car and 
Foundry Co. announces the removal of 
its office here to 220 West Hudson St. 


Sales 
Engineer 


Graduate engineer with ten 
years’ sales and engineering 
experience in automotive and 
allied trade seeks new connec- 
tion. Age 32, married. Effective 
sales contact with manufac- 
turers in Detroit and surround- 
ing area. Can offer aggressive 
diversified representation. Best 
references. Employed, but serv- 
ices available on short notice. 
Contact Box 185, Automotive 
News, 527 New Center Bidg.., 
Detroit, Mich. 
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Chris 





can pick out the best beds 
0 scan the landscape. But I will 
mise to go into details in the 
ext column. So wait, please. 
n * * * 


LET ME tell you how I got out 
here to California. I deluxed it. I 
e in Santa Fe’s Super-Chief, 
my first experience. What with 

ing that first fatal step when 
1 became a bicycle editor they 
nave been riding me around in 

ctically everything these sev- 

decades, but there remained 

one contraption about which I had 

a gnawing curiosity but no ex- 
perience. ; 

Manfully I had resisted tempta- 
tion and remained true to the mo- 
tor industry, finally to succumb to 
the subtle argument that Diesel 
engines are used in trucks too 
and that’s part of how I came to 
be rolling with incredible smooth- 
ness at 100 miles an hour on the 
front end of one of those diesel 

ssenger locomotives that Gen- 
eral Motors makes in its Electro- 
Motive Corp. plant at LaGrange, 


The rest of the story is woven of 
the hospitality of Lee Lyles, pub- 
lic relations chief and assistant to 
the president of the Santa Fe Rail- 
road, who is as proud of his line’s 
famous diesel-powered Super 
Chief as Bill Knudsen, Henry Ford 
or K. T. Keller of their 1939 crea- 
—_ * * & 


USED TO the high average 


Ind. Motorists 


To Outline Plan 
For Legislation 


SOUTH BEND. — Civic leaders 
from all sections of Northern In- 
diana will gather here Jan. 9 to 
outline a program of motorist leg- 
islation for submission to the 1939 
session of the Indiana legislature. 

According to Joseph H. Braun, 
general counsel for the Chicago 
Motor Club and head of the legis- 
lative bureau of the organization, 
who is to address the South Bend 
conference, a number of measures 
concerning the motorist are sched- 
uled for consideration by the legis- 
lature. 

Among these are bills designed 
to regulate the Sunday operation 
of trucks; the repeal of statutory 
provisions prohibiting counties 
from issuing road bonds; repeal of 
the provision requiring receipt for 
payment of poll tax to be dis- 
played when applying for automo- 
bile and drivers’ licenses and cer- 
tificate of title; a resolution estab- 
lishing a public policy against 
diversion of motor taxes; regu- 
lation of justices of the peace; 
restoration of the $2,000,000 bor- 
rowed from the highway fund by 
the general fund, and other meas- 
ures, 





Drive on Violators 
WISCONSIN FALLS, Wis.—The Co- 
lumbia County Auto Dealers Assn. has 
authorized its executive secretary, 

. Arthur W. Swanson, to take 
necessary steps to bring unlicensed 


Persons making alleged illegal sales of 
"sed cars before the court. ta 

banking commission has pledged its 
etoeration in eliminating such vio— 


CHRIS ARRIVES in California. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Sinsabaugh 





speeds of the airplane, it was 
something of a shock to me to 
learn, as I sat up front with the 
engineer in the 3,600-horsepower 
GM locomotive of the Super Chief 
that there is any land conveyance 
that gets across the country faster 
than any automobile ever has 
made it. The Super Chief makes it 
from Chicago to Los Angeles, 2,225 
miles, in 39 and three-quarters 
hours, twice a week, 52 weeks a 
year. Furthermore, the engineman 
told me, one of the diesels on this 
run has a record of over a year 
with 100 percent availability. In 
plain language, that means the in- 
tricate mechanism has drawn its 
10-car train across plains and 
mountains every trip for more 
than a year without a single fail- 
ure. Some of the big GM diesels 
in these locomotives, I learned, 
have gone as far as 500,000 miles 
without being back-shopped. Once 
again, that means without being 
pulled out of service for major 
overhaul. When you reflect that 
the schedule calls for 2,225 miles 
at around a 60 mile an hour aver- 
age you admit that it has been 
“given the gun” and has been able 
to take it. 


* *£ 


I FELT right at home as they 
quoted me other box car figures 
on these locomotives but what fas- 
cinated me most is the fact that 
the engineer and firemen occupy 
a cab about half as big as my 
own office and sit in shirt sleeve 
comfort in swivel chairs as well 
upholstered as my own. They have 
Fisher no-draft windows if it gets 
a little warm. Automatic wind- 
shield wipers keep vision clear. 
The entire mechanism from the 
four 900-horsepower diesel en- 
gines, through the four electric 
generators and 12 traction motors 
down on the axles is controlled by 
three simple levers, a_ throttle 
which controls speed, a reverse 
lever and an air brake. Actually 
less effort is required to start and 
stop these locomotives than is 
needed to control a modern auto- 
mobile because you don’t have to 
push pedals or steer. All the en- 
gineer does is keep one foot on 
the “dead man control’ pedal (if 
he doesn’t the train automatically 
stops) and twiddle his throttle and 
air lever as occasion requires. 

* * = 

ONE OF the numerous intrigu- 
ing things they told me was that 
these diesel locomotives that pull 
trains across the continent 10 
hours quicker than the fastest 
steam-drawn train makes it do 
not have as high top speed, nor do 
they travel at as high top speeds 
as do many steam locomotives. 
There are numerous steam loco- 
motives in the country that can 
do as much as 120 miles an hour. 
The top speed claimed for the GM 
diesels is 117 miles an hour and 
few of them ever have gone that 
fast. They make their quicker 
time by saving time. The diesel 
locomotives can get up to their top 
speed in one-third the time and 
space required by a steam locomo- 
tive to get rolling, I’m told. Be- 
cause of their low center of grav- 
ity they can take curves with 
complete safety about 10 miles an 





There to greet Chris Sinsabaugh as Auto- 
motive News’ editor alighted from the train in Los Angeles to serve 
honorary referee of the Gilmore-Yosemite Economy 
C. Ww, Macfarlane, Hudson Motor public relations; 

. F. Hertl, steward on the Super Chief who was S 


as 
Run, were (left to right) 
AI Waddell, Pontiac publicist, 


tip; Chris and his cane, and Slim Barnard, of Hearst International. 





insabaugh’s host on western | 


hour faster, it is claimed, than can 
their steam contemporaries with 
tons of water up there in the air 
in their boilers. 

s se * 

THEN THEY don’t have to stop 
for locomotive changes ... the 
same locomotive makes the full 
run, turns around and runs right 
back to Chicago, and so on month 
in and month out. And finally they 
don’t have to stop for fuel so often 
and they don’t have to stop for 
water at all. When they do make 
their two stops for refueling in the 
cross-continent run it takes only 
five minutes to squirt their thou- 
sand-gallon tanks full of the four- 
cent a gallon furnace oil which 
the GM diesels burn. 

Forty-five of the nation’s most 
famous high-speed, mainline, 
fancy-named passenger trains now 
are powered by GM diesels. 

* * * 


Droolings of 
Devoted Drudge 


Dear Chris: 


This is the first report from your 
devoted drudge on what’s what 
while Who? You? is away. Got 
back fine from your party and had 
a swell time. George Sweeney of 
Art Gravure told me Wednesday 
that rotogravure has developed a 
camera which will photograph 
italic type so it will stand up 
straight or vice versa. Suggest 
such lense be used at next fare- 
well luncheon for candid shots of 
yours truly. . . . Got a letter to 
you from Harry Klingler of the 
Pontiac Klinglers wishing you a 
merry and happy birthday. . . . His 
ancestors must have been ele- 
phants. ... Also have an invitation 
for you from AC Spark Plug to 
attend “Gay Nineties Party” Jan. 
10 to celebrate AC’s 30th birthday. 
. . - Looks like gala affair with 
bartenders dressed in whiskers. 
. .. Also have letter from Fred L. 
Wiethoff, of the De Soto Wiethoffs, 
congratulating you on writing your 
memoirs—F. L. was one-time as- 
sistant general sales manager at 
De Soto and is now domiciled in 
Philadelphia as president of the 
Chrysler Philadelphia Co. . . 
Variety 1-4-’39 adds a bit of a 
plug for “Who? Me?” and Harold 
Hastings in the week’s Adcrafter 
here in Detroit also gives it a kind 
word. . . . Major Bowes sent you 
a key chain with a hammer on one 
end and a gong on the other— 
mebbe he doesn’t like your tenor 
but is too polite to gong you him- 
self... . Your pictures from Sat- 
urday’s Sante Fe luncheon came 
through, thanks to Morrow Krum, 
of Roche, Williams and Cunnyng- 
ham, and George Keller, of Stude- 
baker. You photo well head-on 
but quarter views ain’t so hot. I 
didn’t add, much. .. . It may inter- 
est you to know that Bill Holler, 
of Chevrolet, reports his December 
sales 24 percent above last year. 
. . . Also Dave Wallace, Chrysler 
division president, has come 
through with a ski rack for motor- 
ing hill sliders. . . . His next will 
be reversible skis which will go 
up hill as well as down... . 
There’s a “personal” letter for you 
from the New York News.... Ill 
send it along as is. . .. All the 
boys send love and hope you 
Yosemites had a nice cold, WET 
trip. By the way there is a bill 
here from the Recess Club... or 
mebbe you didn’t want me to men- 
tion that.—Cal. 


Steel Mills Shaking 
Off Holiday Lethargy 


YOUNGSTOWN, O.—Steel mill 
operations are fast shaking off 
their holiday lethargy and end of 
the week steel output showed an 
increase which continued through- 
out this week. The New Year’s 
holiday was not observed Monday 
in steel making departments in 
the district. 


Changes in schedules brought 
steel output in this area on the 
last day of the year to about 40 
percent. This week the upward 
march will continue with output 
probably reaching 45 percent. Of 
the 83 open hearth furnaces, 44 
will be active this week and one 
Bessemer plant will be in opera- 
tion. 








“Who, Me?” My 


AUTO-Biography 


By Chris Sinsabaugh 





(Continued from Page 4) 


in the 57th Pennsylvania Volunteers in the war between the 
States. Grandmother Sinsabaugh was Scotch-Irish, a Me- 


Kinney. 


Father Sinsabaugh never had the yen to be a newspaper 
man and my family tree names no ancestor who made his 


living putting words on paper 


and selling the product. The 


bad fairy at my christening must have put a curse on me; 
otherwise how do you explain how I ever took to pecking at 
a typewriter to earn my bread and butter? 

Pater, in his youth in Athens, tried a little of everything in 
a way. Even ran the Central House in Athens but deep in 
his heart he was a salesman and soon became what we then 
called a drummer, a traveling salesman and his territory cov- 
ered such peculiarly named towns in New York as Penn Yan, 
Horseheads, Skaneateles, and adjacent suburbs, But the pick- 
ing was poor and in 1880, Uncle Bill Sinsabaugh—my grand 
uncle, who wholesaled hats and caps in Chicago and was the 
proud owner of a famous trotting horse, Rosa Washington, 
told Nephew David that if he would trek to Chicago he would 


give him a job. 


Which is why the Sinsabaughs went to Chicago and first 
lived in a boarding house on what then was Eldredge Court 
and now is Eighth Street between Wabash and Michigan 


Avenues. 


At that time the edge of the city, real suburbs. 


And, believe it or not, as Mr. Ripley would say, that same 
plat of land on which the boarding house was located is now 
the site of the Stevens Hotel, the largest hostelry in the world, 
and where the editor of Automotive News puts up when he iz 
in Chicago. Sentimental, perhaps, but then they have mighty 
fine eats and comfortable rooms at the Stevens. 

I’d just as lief skip the next ten years—school days. And 
what a scholar I turned out to be! At the ripe old age of 15, 
when I was in the seventh grade in grammar school and the 
Sinsabaughs were living in a family hotel one of the other 
guests, Derrick Lamb, who sold advertising for the Chicago 
Mail, took a liking to Kid Sinsabaugh and offered to get him 
a job as office boy on the Mail. The family gave me my choice 
of keeping on in school or going to work. What would you 
have done? I did just that—I went to work but not with the 


idea of becoming a newspaper man. 


Far from it—I wanted 


to get away from the drudgery of studying, particularly arith- 
metic and grammar. Looking back I do not regret listening to 


that tempter, Derrick Lamb. 


(Continued Next Week) 


|Neb.’s Car Inspection Law 


Draws Strong Opposition 





Special to Automotive News 

LINCOLN, Neb.—Led by State 
Senator Edwin Schultz, formidable 
opposition has developed against 
automobile legislation enacted by 
the unicameral at the last session. 
Laws under attack are: 


1. Compulsory annual inspection 
of automobiles. 


2. State highway patrol. 

3. Biennial issuance of drivers‘ 
licenses. 

4. Hazy truck regulations which 
force truckers to contact three de- 
partments of the state government 
—the railway commission, the 
state engineer and the secretary of 
agriculture. 

“The automobile inspection 
law,” declared Senator Schultz, 
“causes undue hardship on Ne- 
braska people generally and par- 
ticularly on the farmers and small 
business men. Many automobile 
owners cannot afford to make the 
repairs that are arbitrarily de- 
manded of them, and they will be 
forced off the highways.” 


Schultz made his statement after 
John G. Aldrich, of Lincoln, chair- 
man of the Nebraska Safety Coun- 
cil, issued a statement warning 
motorists that the testing law 
would be rigidly enforced after 
Jan. 1. 


Sheriff George Sear, of Buffalo 
County, and Chief of Police Lloyd 
Frank of Kearney have refused 
to enforce the law. Even the police 
car is not tested, declared Frank. 
Kimball County has followed suit. 

At a meeting of the Taxpayers’ 


Wyo. Dealers to Meet 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—A meeting of the 
Wyoming Automobile Dealers Assn. is 
scheduled to be held in Cheyenne 
Jan. 24. Purpose of the meeting is to 
appoint a legislative committee for 
the protection of the automobile in- 
dustry in the state. Harold Symons, of 
Cheyenne, has been appointed chair- 
man of the legislative committee to 
be chosen. 


Leagues at Fremont a week ago, 
delegates demanded “repeal or 
drastic revision” of the statute: 
State Senator-elect Dan Garbe: 
presided, and 32 of the 43 mem- 


bers of the unicameral legislature 


attended. 


Work Book Offers 
Effective Prospect, 
Follow-Up System 





LOUISVILLE, Ky.—A monthly 
work book, “My Daily Work,” 
providing a concise sales activity 
schedule and record for automo- 
bile salesmen, has been developed 
ae the Modern Selling Meth- 
oO 0. 


Said to have been tested suc- 
cessfully by several dealers, the 
pocket-size book is designed to in- 
crease prospect and followup ef- 
ficiency. 


New Mufflers Silence 
Huge Bus Engines 


NEW YORK.—How to silence 
the huge engines which supply the 
power for transcontinental motor 
coaches, a serious problem in the 
development of larger and faster 
buses, is now said to be solved by 
the use of special nickel-chro- 
mium-iron alloy mufflers, which 
are constructed to withstand heat 
temperatures upwards of 1,200 
degrees F. 

An International Nickel Co. an- 
nouncement of the improvement 
explains that the new mufflers 
employ acoustic linings composed 
of perforated tubes surrounded by 
sound absorbent materials, which 
provide adequate silencing with- 
out the use of baffles, thereby in- 
creasing usable horsepower and 
decreasing back-pressure. 
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WELL-KNOWN DEALER TELLS WHY 

FAMOUS DODGE TRIPLE-PROFIT 

DEALERSHIP IS MORE VALUABLE 
THIS YEAR THAN EVER! 








7 BEEN in the automobile business 
for 25 years,” says Joseph H. Thomp- 
son, Ypsilanti, Michigan. “During this 
quarter of a century, I’ve seen a lot of 
what we in this industry call ‘hot’ lines. 
But never in my life have I seen three 
hot lines combined in one single dealer- 
ship such as Dodge-Plymouth dealers 
have this year! 

“Yes sir, the new Dodge truck line 
completes the sweetest product set-up 
I’ve seen in all my years in this busi- 
ness! I can think of any number of 
dealers who would be mighty happy to 
have that truck line alone—to say noth- 
ing of the two great Dodge and Plymouth 
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passenger car lines that go with it! 

“Figure it out for yourself. It’s a com- 
plete new line of trucks—from the 14-ton 
models right on up to 3-ton models. In 
other words, you have a truck to fit prac- 
tically every hauling problem any truck 
customer or prospect may have. And 
with all the new features and extra 
quality built into them in Dodge’s exclu- 
sive new truck plant, they represent the 
finest truck values on the market today! 

“With three great lines of merchan- 
dise— Dodge cars, Plymouth cars and 
Dodge trucks—is it any wonder that I 
say the Dodge triple-profit dealership 
is more valuable this year than ever?” 


os 


ee 


y~ ~ 


i 


oo ay 


i as ay Spt 


—— = | Ti 
AS a, abe 
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Joseph H. Thompson, Pres. 
Joseph H. Thompson, Inc. 
Ypsilanti, Michigan 


; ¥ 


9 OUT OF EVERY 10 
NEW CAR BUYERS IN 1939 
WILL BUY IN THE DODGE- 
PLYMOUTH PRICE RANGE! 
aoilt PRICE RANGE! 
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A triumph of D 
odge’s 2 
years of fine Car building! 
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new : 8 low-priced cart” 
neaies engine way; :-longer wheelbase — car! 
Con Performance, ,.n High- 


trol shifting... New All-Si fw Perfected Rem 
<0 ‘tamed . -Silent Auto-Mesh ‘emote 
tion just a few new esh Transmis- 
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new pace for 19391 nS advances! 
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